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PO Box 69, Fords, NJ 08863

Parish Office
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Office Hours
Monday - Friday 9:00am - 4:00pm
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Saturday | 4:00pm 

WEEKEND MASS

WEEKDAY MASS

RECONCILIATION

C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H

CONTACT US

🐾 BLESSING OF ANIMALS 🐾
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 • 12:15 PM
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE

11:00 AM MASS
BRING YOUR BELOVED PETS AS WE

CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF ST.
FRANCIS OF ASSISI AND ASK

GOD’S BLESSING UPON ALL HIS
CREATURES! 🐶🐱🐦🐾

ALL PETS ARE WELCOME!



02 WELCOME!
October 4,  2026 Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

Dear OLP Family, 
     We know October is Respect Life Month, promoting respect for human life in light of our intrinsic dignity as
created in God’s image and likeness and called to an eternal destiny with him. This year's theme is "Mary,
Mother of Life." It is meant to remind us how the life of the Blessed Mother teaches us to respect each
human life in every stage and circumstance. In becoming the mother of Jesus, Mary becomes the mother of
life. Mary’s acceptance in this unforeseen moment demonstrates how each of us must welcome the gift of new
human life, even when that gift is unexpected or calls us to make sacrifices. While our efforts must remain
strong to end legalized abortion, it is our responsibility as Catholics to surround mothers in need with life-giving
support and personal accompaniment. 
     Today is Respect Life Sunday, when thousands will join the Life Chain which is a peaceful, prayerful
demonstration in opposition to abortion, other attacks on human life and an end to all violence. In this public
witness, pro-life individuals stand for 90 minutes praying for our nation and for an end to abortion. It is a visual
statement of solidarity by participants of all faiths, especially the Christian community, that abortion kills
children and that the Church supports the sanctity of human life from the moment of conception until natural
death. The nearest location for us is in Perth Amboy. The event begins at 450 Market St (in front of Planned
Parenthood) Ends at City Hall Circle from 3:00 – 5:00 PM. Everyone is welcome to join.
      Today is also the feast of St. Francis of Assisi. This is the 800th anniversary of the death of this very
popular saint. Hence Pope Leo had proclaimed this year as the Jubilee Year of Saint Francis, that runs from
January 10, 2026, to January 10, 2027. This extraordinary jubilee is an opportunity for a continuation of spiritual
renewal while imitating the life of holiness modeled by St. Francis. It will benefit us greatly to pray his best
known prayer: 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; where there is hatred, let me sow love;
 where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith;

 where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light;
 where there is sadness, joy. 

 
 O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console,

 to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love.
 For it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

 and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
 
     We have the Blessing of animals today at 12:15PM, after the 11AM Mass, in honor of St. Francis of Assisi
who showed us the right attitude of care for all of God’s creatures. Francis had pets, a lamb, a pheasant, a rabbit,
a cicada, a dog and a wolf! He was as polite and considerate to an earthworm, a slug, a bird, a beetle, or amole,
as amusedly tolerant, understanding and warmly loving as one would be to one’s brother and sister. Indeed, he
addressed them as his brothers and sisters! “Laudato Si” of Pope Francis is a great resource to read on this
occasion. 

Your brother in Christ.

Fr. Abraham Orapankal
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Sunday - October 4, 2026
7:00am - 2:00pm Blood Drive - Parish Center

12:15pm Blessing of Animals - Church Lot
Monday - October 5, 2026

8:30am Novena - Church
Tuesday - October 6, 2026

5:30pm: 9:30pm Scouts - Parish Center
7:00pm Blue Army Devotion - Church

Wednesday - October 7, 2026
7:00pm Religious Education Opening Mass

7:00pm KOC Business Mt - Parish Hall
Thursday - October 8, 2026

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal - Church
Saturday - October 9, 2026

4:00pm Confessions - Church

OUR LADY OF PEACE

Mass Intentions
WEEKLY
ACTIVITIES

This week, our Sanctuary Candle burns in loving
memory of Norma Nebus, offered by Doug and
Maryann Ulbrich. May her memory remain a
blessing.

This Week's Sanctuary Candle

October 4, 2026 Twenty-Sevent Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

CHURCH

October 4, Sunday 9:00am
+Robert Bertekap from Marcella & Family

+David & Darryl Swanick from
11:00am

+Aunt Vennie & Uncle Joe from Family
+Eleanor Egan from Michael
October 5, Monday 8:00am

+Judith McDonnell from Jeannie Delaney
+Mary Swiderski from Louise & Jim Hamilton

October 6, Tuesday 8:00am
+Marie Gironda from Susan Carlstrom

October 7, Wednesday 8:00am
+In Gratitude to the Blessed Mother

from Virginia
October 8, Thursday 8:00am
+Julia Dischler from Friends

October 9, Friday 8:00am
+For Our Parishioners

October 10, Saturday 5:15pm
+Julia Dischler from Patricia Bustin

+Special Intentions for the 34th Wedding
Anniversary of Walter & Liza Springer 

from Family
+Jacqueline Collie from Family

October 11, Sunday 9:00am
+Marie Gironda from Joan & Rich Feter

+Holy Name Altar Rosary Society
11:00am

 +Bernice Barone from Friends
+Eleanor Egan from Michael

Open House 
Thursday, October 22, 2026 • 7PM
Regina Caeli Room • Parish Center

Are you a practicing Catholic woman, age
18 or older? Come meet the Our Lady of

Peace Columbiettes! We are a faith-based
women's organization dedicated to helping

our church and community, making new
friends, and having fun along the way!

Come see what we're all about!
For more information contact

Marianne Harris at 732-261-2190
Join The Columbiettes!



04
October 4, 2026 Twenty-Sevent Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

Ministry
Schedule

October 10th & 11th 2026

** ATTENTION**
 If you have been thinking about joining
the choir, why wait... no time like the
present! The Choir meets for rehearsal
every Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m. in the
church choir loft. We sing at the 9:00 a.m.
mass every Sunday and as requested.

For more information, please text or call 
Jean at 908-2249-3069 or Angela at 732-221-0977

Week of September 27th

Weekly Offering...................................$3,649.00
Assessment to Diocese.........................$721.00
Mail-In......................................................$747.00
Online giving..........................................$3,501.50
Total.......................................................$8,618..50

Thank you for your continued financial support of
our parish. Your generosity is greatly appreciated
and much appreciated our church and itsministry.
For your convenience, please consider Online
Giving by visiting www.sofords.org and clicking the
Online Giving link to register.

DID YOU SIGN UP FOR FALL INTO FAITH?

Bible sharing in small groups have been a
blessing for the participants. One said: “I
appreciate going through the Scripture with
others because the perspective gained from a
larger audience brings rich growth.” Another
parish said: “It's been great. We have grown
spiritually, our relationships with the group
have grown greatly, and I'm challenged by the
Word of God. We'll go for it next session.”
Here at OLP, we begin our FALL INTO
FAITH Bible sharing groups next week. Why
not sign up today?

WE PRAY:
For those who are sick, or in nursing homes and hospitals

Nancy Gaid, Joan Trainor, Peter Ruttowski, Renata Wisnik, Raul Ramos, Veronica Roush, Suzanne Pontes
Sariska, Kelly Lease, Maria Turek, Alex Deliso, John Herring, Marie Burke, Mercedes de Leon, Eve Morawski,
Andrew Southern, Shelly Greene, Deba Ambrosi, Michael L., Wendy Sneec, Catherine Miller, Tano Camarillo,

Elizabeth Saver, Joan Quinn, Marien Zondlo, Wilson Aguirre, William Riggio, Zairis D. Peña, Augie Elio,
 Bill Herring, Elaine Cerreta

Marie O'Mullan, Arlene Stec, Angela Canales, Jennifer DeSantis, Angela Sossa, Louise Sutch, Thomas
Katchisin, Patrick Kennedy, Anna Verrico, Jonathan Lopez, Rosario Arvisu, William Mahoney, Mario

Rosario, Michael Wytanis, Norma Nebus, John Sarisky, Janice Cucchiera, Buju Thomas, Ruth Manieri

For those who have passed to Eternity

For all those who are serving in the Military

Saturday, 5:15pm Mass
Eucharistic Ministers: Barbara Sinko, Joan
Deyak, Deacon John
Reader: Gloria DeMarzo
Altar Server: Delgado Family
Sunday, 9:00am Mass
Eucharistic Ministers: Roseanne Brady,
Margarita Cebuski, Mary Prumos
Reader: Tom Bednar
Altar Server: TBD
Sunday, 11:00am Mass
Eucharistic Ministers: August Cezar, Arlene
Cezar, Kathleen Kazary
Reader: Corinne Ambrosi
Altar Server: Alexis Nwiniyi
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Marriage Encounter—October 9-11, 2026
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend gives you the time and tools to enrich your

marriage, deepen communication, and nourish the spirituality in your marriage. The next local

retreat will take place Oct 9-11, 2026 at St. Joseph By the Sea in Mantoloking, NJ. 

Call Tom & Ruth DeFalco (732-904-9636) to apply and learn more.

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI: A REFLECTION
    While it is commonly known that St. Francis of Assisi was a lover of both creation and the Creator, his
role as a grassroots environmentalist is often surprisingly underplayed in biographical synopsis of his life
which center mainly upon his profound journey of faith. Decreed the Patron Saint of the Environment/
Ecology and of Animals, Francis' latter life was not only an unblemished model of religious devotion, but
an exemplary paragon of harmonious existence on Earth. He was a friend to man and beast, an admirer of
the sun and of nature, and a peacemaker in every sense of the word.
     Francis was not merely at peace with his fellow man -- he was at peace with all living things, everything
beautiful that his eyes could behold. He wrote hymns of praise to his God for the creations he felt so
blessed to behold, and he wrote poems to his "Brother Sun" and "Sister Moon," even repeatedly praising
his "Sister Death" upon his deathbed -- as he felt so much at one with creation that he considered the sun
his brother, the moon, his sister, all men his siblings. Francis felt compelled to reach out to the voiceless,
the rejected, and the needy. He embraced and assisted lepers, whom, at the time, were outcasts of society,
their skin condition causing them to be feared. He visited hospitals and cared for the sick. He sent food to
thieves. He befriended women and recognized their abilities and their intelligence, a concept foreign in
that time.
     Yet again, his allegiance did not only lie with human beings. He was deeply committed to the well-being
of the environment and of all of creation in as grass roots a fashion as has ever been seen. He lived with
animals. He rejoiced amongst nature. He preached to the birds to remind them to praise their Creator for
the blessings they had. He tamed a wild wolf and made it one of his many pets. Yet, he understood the
plight of nature and the circle of life, albeit brutal at times. Despite, he felt that his Creator would not
create evil, and hence, everything around him was good and accordingly, should be treated with courtesy
and kindness and generosity, from the earthworm to the lamb, the cicada to the wolf. It is perhaps because
they recognized his genuine sincerity towards their existence that the animals felt so drawn to him as well.
(Claudia Herrera Hudson)

 REJECTED STONE BECOMING THE CORNERSTONE: 
A girl named Kristi Yamaguchi was born to a young couple whose parents had emigrated to the U.S. from
Japan in the early twentieth century. Unfortunately, one of her feet was twisted. Her parents tried to heal
her by means of physical therapy. To strengthen her legs further they enrolled her in an ice-skating class.
Kristi had to get up at four a.m. on school days to do her practice in the ice rink before she went to school.
This helped her to develop into a world-class figure-skater. Believe it or not, in 1992 Kristi won the gold
medal for the United States in women's figure-skating at the XVI Winter Olympics in Albertville, France,
1992. Kristi thus became one of the several examples of “the stone rejected by the builders becoming a
cornerstone” of the U.S. Women’s Olympic team. Kristi is very passionate about making a positive
difference in the lives of children. In 1996, Kristi established the Always Dream Foundation whose mission
is to encourage, support and embrace the hopes and dreams of children. 
In today’s Gospel, after telling the parable of the wicked tenants, Jesus prophesies that, rejected
by the Jewish nation, he will become the cornerstone of the Kingdom of God.



Total ingratitude and cold indifference!
Andrew Carnegie, a multimillionaire, left one million dollars to one of his relatives, who in return cursed
Carnegie bitterly because he had left $365 million to public charities and had cut the relatives off with one
million each. Samuel Leibowitz, criminal lawyer and judge, saved 78 men from the electric chair. Not one of
them ever bothered to thank him. Many years ago, as the story is told, a devout king was disturbed by the
ingratitude of his royal court. He prepared a large banquet for them. When the king and his royal guests were
seated, a beggar shuffled into the hall, sat down at the king's table, and gorged himself with food. Without
saying a word, the beggar then left the room. The guests were furious and asked permission to seize the
tramp and tear him limb from limb for his ingratitude. The king replied, "That beggar has done only once to
an earthly king what each of you does three times each day to God. You sit there at the table and eat until you
are satisfied. Then you walk away without recognizing God, or expressing one word of thanks to Him." 
The parable in today’s Gospel is about the gross ingratitude of God’s chosen people who persecuted
and killed all the prophets sent to them by God to correct them and finally crucified their long-awaited
Messiah. What is our attitude toward everything God has given to us? Are we grateful for everything
God has given to us, or are we like the ungrateful tenants who acted as if they owned everything God
had given them? Do we practice justice every day of our lives? Do we recognize the righteousness of
God that keeps us from self-righteousness? Do we remember to show mercy? Is our parish a real sign of
Jesus' presence and love? What kind of impact do we have? Do we measure the quality of our parish by
what happens during Mass, or on what happens when we leave Church? Obviously, both are important
but there cannot be one without the other. 

I bought my sons a pet rabbit after they promised they would take care of it. As expected, I ended up with the responsibility.
Exasperated, one evening I said, "How many times do you think that rabbit would have died if I hadn't looked after it?" "Once,"
my 12-year-old son replied.
Dave's parrot was always using bad language, so he asked the vet how he could stop it. "Every time the bird swears, put it in the
freezer for 15 seconds," advised the vet. The next time the parrot uttered an expletive, Dave did as the vet said. Then, feeling
guilty, Dave opened the freezer. Shivering, the parrot came out saying, "I'm sorry for all the bad language I've been using." Dave
was astounded at the sudden change. Then the parrot said, "By the way, what did the chicken do?"
Baby Snake 1: Are we poisonous? Mother Snake 2: I don't know. Why? Baby Snake 1: I just bit my lip. 
The drive-up window at the bank where I’m a teller has an outside drawer to accept customer transactions. A woman once
drove up with her dog in the front passenger seat, and the pet eagerly jumped over onto the driver’s lap when the car reached
my window. He looked excited to see me. “Your dog is so friendly!” I said to the owner. “Yes because he thinks he’s at
McDonald’s,” she replied. 

October 4, 2026 - 27 th Sunday in Ordinary Time
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the corner stone…” - MATTHEW 21:42

Jesus was rejected by the religious and political leaders of his day, as well as ordinary citizens, but he
was still obedient to God, the Father. Similarly, living a stewardship lifestyle may cause you to be

“rejected” by others, but we, too are called to be obedient. Saying grace before a meal in a restaurant
may attract some strange looks from some. But to others it is a sign that God is alive and well!
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	The parable in today’s Gospel is about the gross ingratitude of God’s chosen people who persecuted and killed all the prophets sent to them by God to correct them and finally crucified their long-awaited Messiah. What is our attitude toward everything God has given to us? Are we grateful for everything God has given to us, or are we like the ungrateful tenants who acted as if they owned everything God had given them? Do we practice justice every day of our lives? Do we recognize the righteousness of God that keeps us from self-righteousness? Do we remember to show mercy? Is our parish a real sign of Jesus' presence and love? What kind of impact do we have? Do we measure the quality of our parish by what happens during Mass, or on what happens when we leave Church? Obviously, both are important but there cannot be one without the other.


	October 4, 2026 - 27 th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	“The stone that the builders rejected has become the corner stone…” - MATTHEW 21:42
	Jesus was rejected by the religious and political leaders of his day, as well as ordinary citizens, but he
	was still obedient to God, the Father. Similarly, living a stewardship lifestyle may cause you to be
	“rejected” by others, but we, too are called to be obedient. Saying grace before a meal in a restaurant
	may attract some strange looks from some. But to others it is a sign that God is alive and well!


