OUR LADY OF PEACE CHURCH
January 11, 2026

SACRAM'ENT OF PENAN CE

HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE
MASS
Saturday: 5:15 P.M.
Sunday: 8:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M. 12:00 P.M.

Weekday Mass

Monday - Saturday

8:00 A.M.

Last Tuesday of the

Month 7:00 P.M.

GPS: 620 Amboy Ave,
Edison, NJ 08837
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 69,
Fords, NJ 08863
Email us: mail@olpfords.org
Visit us at: www.olpfords.org
Parish Office: 26 Maple Ave.
Edison, NJ 08837
Hours: Monday through Friday
9:00am - 4:00pm
Phone: 732-738-7940




MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

January 11. Sunday &:00 am

+ Julian Rafalko from Family
10:00 am
+ Holy Name & Altar Rosary Society
12:00 Noon

+ Luisa Gonzalez from OLP Staff

January 12. Monday 8:00 am
+ George Palus from Family

January 13, Tuesday 8:00 am
+ For our Parishioners from Your Pastor

January 14, Wednesday 8:00 am
+ Special Intentions for Joey lzzo “B” Day
from Mom

January 15, Thursday 8:00 am
+ Carol Fackina from The Fackina Family

January 16, Friday 8:00 am
+ Fr. Dan Sloan from Nancy Gaid

January 17, Saturday
8:00 am

+ Wayne Borg from Sandy Desapio

5:15 pm
+ Elaine Deyak from Joan

January 18, Sunday 8:00 am
+ Carolyn Hurle from The Loiacono
Family
10:00 am
+ Kyler Robertson from Mother,

Marianna & Sister, Anna
12:00 Noon

* Special Intentions for Thomas &
Barbara Felcetto from Chris & Pat

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

SUNDAY ~ January 11
9:00am - 12pm Holy Name & Altar Rosary
Society Mtg. - Regina Calie Room
9:30am Holy Name & Altar Rosary to pray the
Rosary - Church

MONDAY ~ January 12
&:30 am Novena ~ Church

TUESDAY ~ January 13
7:00 pm Blue Army ~ Church

WEDNESDAY ~ January 14
4:30 - 5:45 pm Religious Ed. Grades 1 - 4
7:00 - 8:15pm Religious Ed Grades 5-8, I

THURSDAY ~ January 15
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal - Church

FRIDAY January 16
No Activities

SATURDAY ~ January 17
4:00 pm Confession ~ Church

SUNDAY ~ January 18
Knights of Columbus Rose Sale at All Masses

Volunteers are need to take
down the Christmas
decorations on Sunday
January 11, 2026 right after
the Noon Mass.

Holy Name-Altar Rosary Society
welcomes all to join them on
Sunday January 11, 2026

at 9:30am to recite the

Rosary to our blessed § ;)
Mother before the .\. (j

10:00am Mass.




Identified with victims!
When leprosy broke out among the people of the Hawaiian Islands in the middle of the 19™
century, the government authorities responded by establishing a leper colony on the remote
island of Molokai. The victims were snatched by force from their families and sent to this
island to perish. However, moved by their terrible plight, a young Belgian priest, Saint
Damien De Veuster, asked permission from his superiors to minister to them. Straightaway
he realized that there was only one effective way to do this, and that was to go and live
among them. Having got permission, he went to Molokai. At first, he tried to minister to the
lepers while maintaining a certain distance. But he soon realized that he had to live among
them in order to gain their trust. As a result he contracted leprosy himself. The reaction of the
lepers was immediate and wholehearted. They embraced him and took him to their hearts. He
was now one of them. There was no need, no point any more, in keeping his distance. The
lepers had someone who could talk with authority about leprosy, about brokenness, about
rejection and public shame.

Today’s Gospel tells us how, by receiving the baptism of repentance, Jesus became
identified with the sinners whom he had come to save. Jesus’ baptism reminds us of our
mission: a) to experience the presence of God within us, to acknowledge our own dignity
as God’s children and to appreciate the Divine Presence in others by honoring them,
loving them and serving them in all humility; b) to live as the children of God in thought,
word and action so that our Heavenly Father may say to each one of us what He said to
Jesus: ""You are My beloved son/daughter with whom I am well pleased.” It means that we
are to let His thoughts direct our thoughts, His mind control our mind, His concerns be
our concerns.

On the right road, but in the wrong direction!

: A man was traveling down the country one day. His journey brought him along some by-roads,
‘where the signposts were few and far between. After a while, he was unsure if he was on the right road,
'so he decided to ask the first person he saw. Eventually he came across a farmer driving his cows home
for milking. He stopped the car, and asked him if he was on the right road to Somewhere, just to give
‘the place a name. The farmer told him that he certainly was on the right road. My friend expressed his
‘thanks, and was about to move forward when the farmer added, in a very nonchalant way, "You're on
‘the right road, but you're going in the wrong direction!"

Today’s reflection on Jesus’ baptism challenges us to examine whether we are on the right
‘road and moving in the right direction for our eternal destiny. This is the day for us to remember the
graces we have received in Baptism and to renew our Baptismal promises: On the day of our :
Baptism, as Pope St. John Paul II explains, '"We were anointed with the Oil of Catechumens, the
'sign of Christ's gentle strength, to fight against evil. Blessed water was poured over us, an effective
‘sign of interior purification through the gift of the Holy Spirit. We were then anointed with Chrism
‘to show that we were thus consecrated in the image of Jesus, the Father's Anointed One. The :
‘candle lighted from the Paschal Candle was a symbol of the light of Faith which our parents and
godparents must have continually safeguarded and nourished with the life-giving grace of the
Spirit." This is also a day for us to renew our Baptismal promises, consecrating ourselves to the
Holy Trinity and “rejecting Satan and all his empty promises," which our profane world is
_constantly offering us through its mass-media of communication. Let us ask Our Lord today to
‘make us faithful to our Baptismal promises. Let us thank Him for the privilege of being joined to
'His mission of preaching the "Good News'" by our transparent Christian lives of love, mercy, service
‘and forgiveness. 3



Ministry Schedule for Please pray for the Sick

January 17/18, 2026 Eunice McLaughlin, Raymond Miller,
Danielle Maglies, Anna Verrico, Rolando Rey,
5:15 p. m. Christine Mary Brown, Donna Ferrara, Lonie Ebarle,

Julia Forsythe, Joanne M., Maria Lavid, Teddy Sabo,
Lisa Sabo, Norma Nebus, Nancy Gaid, Joan Trainor,
Peter Rutkowski, Renata Wisnik, Bishop Bootkoski,

Eucharistic Ministers: Joan Deyak,
Barbara Balog, Karen Senatore

Reader: Gloria DeMarzo Raul Ramos, Veronica Roush, Suzanne Pontes
Altar Server: Delgado Family Sarisky, Kelly Lease, Maria Turek, Evelyn Prince,
Alex Deliso, John Herring, Marie Burke, Bill Herring,
8:00 a.m. Mass Mercedes de Leon, Eve Morawski, Andrew Southern,
Eucharistic Ministers: Arlene Verendia, Danuta, Evelyn Codd, Shelly Greene, Danuta,
Debra Ambrosi, Michael L., Wendy Snee,

Kenneth Egan, Alan Nygard

Reader: Thomas Bednar Gary Dzama

Please pray for the Dearly Departed

10:00 a.m. Mass David Mirabella, Theodore Urlton, Lucio J. Cerreta
Eucharistic Ministers: Mary Prumos, Jr., Cathleen Baptista, Wayne Borg, Lois Wiuff,
Arlene & Augustus Cezar Robert Bertekap, Barbara Coyle, Paciencia Aviso,

Renee Soto, Maria Couto, Michael O’Hara, Anthony
Sclafani, Bart Miller, Hans Hadman, Ralph Baez,
Maria Lopes, Sandra Husko, John Gonyo, Kevin
Mitro, Jacqueline Collie, John Warshany, Irene

Reader: Alyssa Dantes
Altar Server: Alexis Nwinyi

12:00 Noon Newman, Fr. Daniel Sloan, Barbara Felcetto, Arlene
Eucharistic Ministers: Kathy Kazary, Herman, Joyce Trasky, Viola Davitt, Agnes Smith,
Benjamin Praval, Angela Chundak Anne Trepono, Debbie Hernandez, Donald Jantas,
Reader: James Padden Darlene Holowka

Altar Server: Sienna Santos

Want to learn a new line dance?

: Line dancing practices will be held on
every Sunday in January from 3-5pm in the Parish
Center, all are welcome.

Valentine’s Line Dance will be held on Saturday
February 7, 2026. More information to follow.

: Baptism of a cat: Johnny's Mother looked out the window and noticed him "playing Church" with their cat. He had the cat sitting :
: quietly and he was preaching to it. She smiled and went about her work. A while later she heard loud meowing and hissing and ran back :
: to the open window to see Johnny baptizing the cat in a tub of water. She called out, "Johnny, stop that! The cat is afraid of water'"

§Johnny looked up at her and said, "He should have thought about that before he joined my church."

"
R

§Three times: Too many people come to Church three times primarily. They're baptized, they get married, and they have their funeral : :
: service at the Church. The first time they throw water on you, the second time rice, the third time dirt! A friend described these three
: attendance as “when they are hatched, matched and dispatched” o
Baptized in luxury: When our Church was renovated, adding a Baptismal pool, we were pleased. So was our daughter.

: While riding in the car with my daughter and her friend, we went past a pond. My daughter's friend proudly declared, "l was
baptized in that pond." My daughter responded with no less pride: "Oh, | was baptized in a Jacuzzi at our church."

;Two children were discussing baptism: My mom is a believer in baptism by fire. N

No, my priest said that you have to use water.
: A computer geek’s msg: I'm working on a new typeface to be used for church bulletins... | call it '‘Baptismal Font.'




“This is my beloved daughter,
this is my beloved son”

Edward Farrell, a friend of mine, is a Catholic priest
who serves an Inner City Parish in Detroit. He’s
written some marvelous books. One I would
especially recommend is entitled Prayer Is a Hunger.
Ed is a part of a small group with whom I meet each
January. I’ve told you about this group. We call it the
Ecumenical Institute of Spirituality. It’s an important
group for me. Though we meet only for three days
once a year, sharing our spiritual pilgrimages with
one another, seeking to focus our minds and hearts
on some growing edge, it’s an important part of my
life. Ed is a part of it too. He’s one of the most
genuinely humble persons I know.

Serving some of God’s forgotten people in one of
Detroit’s most depressed areas, he is quietly
profound. I never will forget the insight he provided
me about this text. He said that Jesus went to the
cross so that we too could hear the same word Jesus
heard at his baptism - so that you and I can hear,
“This is my beloved daughter/this is my beloved son,
with whom I am well pleased." Have you thought
about it that way? Jesus’ paid the price so that for
you and me, the heavens could open, and we could
know the reality of God’s Spirit as a living power
and presence, in our lives.

Jesus wanted us to know the reality of Good News in
the dark days of hopelessness and despair. The Voice
which named Jesus God’s beloved Son is still
speaking in our souls, “You are Mine. You are
unique and special. I am pleased with you. I love
you. I love you so much that I gave My beloved Son
for you. You are my beloved son, you are my
beloved daughter.”

Parochial Ministry
Rev. Abraham Orapankal, Ph.D.

Rev. Sebastian Kaithackal C.M.I., (In Res.)
Deacon John A. Raychel

Parish Services
Rev. John J. Zec, Ph.D., Music Director
Candida Gonzalez, Coordinator of Religious Ed
Lourdes Hnath, Organist

Parish Staff
Walter Springer, Business Administrator
Norma Izzo, Bookkeeping Assistant
Dawn Aube, Parish/Religious Education Secretary

Trustees
Joan C. Deyak, Robert Butvilla

Identity of the Peanut Scientist
In one of his books, Fr. Bill Bausch describes
George Washington Carver, the great black
agricultural scientist who did a lot of research work
on the commercial and medical uses of the lowly
peanut. Carver built a great industry through his
scientific endeavors. In January, 1921, he was
brought to Washington, D.C., to the Ways and
Means Committee to explain his work on the
peanut. As a black man, he was last on the list and
so, after three days of waiting, he finally walked up
the aisle to speak, ignoring the racial comments and
ridicule. Later he wrote in his autobiography,
"Whatever they said of me, I knew that [ was a
child of God, and so I said to myself inwardly,
‘Almighty God, let me carry out Your will.”" He
got to the podium and was told that he had twenty
minutes to speak. Carver opened up his display
case and began to explain his project. So engaging
was his discussion that those twenty minutes went
all too quickly, and the chairman rose and asked for
an extension so he could continue his presentation,
which he did for an hour and three-quarters. They
voted him four more extensions so he spoke for
several hours. At the end of his talk they all stood
up and gave him a long round of applause.

And all that happened because he knew
who he was, and Whose he was and because he
refused to be defined by the Ilabels of his
culture. The feast of the Baptism of our Lord
reminds us of who we are and Whose we are. By
Baptism we become the adoptive sons and
daughters of God, brothers and sisters of Jesus,
members of his Church, heirs of Heaven and
temples of the Holy Spiritt We become
incorporated into the Church, the Body of Christ,
and made sharers in the priesthood of Christ
[CCC #1279]. Hence, "Baptism is the basis of the
whole Christian life, the gateway to life in the
Spirit and the door which gives access to the other
Sacraments' (Catechism of the Catholic Church,
#1213). Most of us dipped the fingers of our right
hand into the holy water font and blessed
ourselves when we came into Church
today. Why? This blessing is supposed to remind
us of our Baptism. And so when I bless myself
with Holy Water, I should be thinking of the fact
thatl ama child of God; thatl have been
redeemed by the Cross of Christ; that I have been
made a member of God’s family and that 1
have been washed, forgiven, cleansed and purified
by the Blood of the Lamb. .




STEWARDSHIP

Christmas & December 28, 2025

Online Giving $2,981.50
Mail In $ 960.00
Weekly Offertory ~ $4,116.00
Parish Assessment $§ 848.00
Christmas $ 8,089.00
Total $16,994.50

Stewardship of Treasure
Thank you for remembering your
parish with your continued financial
support; it is essential and much
appreciated by our parish
community.

Another easy way to manage your church
giving is with Online Giving. You can
manage your giving or give a one-time gift.
Visit our church website, www.olpfords.ort
and click the Online Giving link and
register with our church. Your support
during the year helps sustain our Church.

Candle
In Memory of
Kathy Mercardo
From
JoAnn Grandal

OFFERTORY GIFTS
Anyone who wishes to present the gifts at
the Offertory of the Mass should speak
with one of the ushers at the main
entrance to the Church before Mass.
The usher will give you instructions
when to bring the gifts forward.

| God’s Press Conference
When likable Lou Holtz was announced as I
the new head football coach at the
| University of Notre Dame, he was touted as |
Ione who would restore the school’s football
program to its tradition of excellence.
| Whenever a new leader appears on the
| scene, whether it is the new coach of a team
or the new president of a corporation, a I
press conference is usually held to proclaim |
that leader’s qualifications and potential. |
Such press conferences usually create some
Iexcitement about the leader’s identity, and
| arouse our expectations with glowing |
Ipromises about what this leader will
accomplish. I
Today’s event of our Lord’s baptism is |
something like this. It’s as if God Himself |
called a press conference to reveal His
ISon Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah |
| and to give us a preview of what His |
mission would accomplish._“This is my
Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well |
| pleased” Mark and Luke have the words |
Iaddressed to Jesus, “You are my Son....”
But Matthew’s “This is my Son” makes I
|the words relevant to the bystanders |
because they are an open testimony to the |
Father’s approval of his Son ... and we
Ishould view “Son” as a Messianic title. |
| The Heavenly Voice points to a |
Irelationship shared by no other. It is
significant, it is “good news,” that Jesus |
|hears he is the “beloved Son, with whom |
| [God] is well pleased” before his public
ministry begins. I
| The Heavenly Father is much pleased with |
his Son's humble submission and speaks |
Iaudibly and directly to him for all to hear:
“You are my beloved Son, with you I am |
| well pleased.” The Holy Spirit, too, is |
Ipresent as Jesus submits to John's
baptism. The Holy Spirit anoints Jesus for I
| his ministry which begins that day as Jesus |
|rises from the waters of the Jordan River. |



Vincz’s Food |RaLlSClACURET

& Liquors

1066 Amboy Ave., Edison
(732) 225-5570
God, in His Goodness,
Sent Us Grapes
To Cheer Both Great & Small.
Little Fools Will Drink Too Much,
Great Fools Not At All!

DELI
LOCAL DELIVERY
SPECIAL ORDERS

POLICE OFFICERS

WHO KEEP OUR
COMMUNITIES SAFE!

Compliments of the Rak Family

Dan McKenzie
DESIGN, INSTALLATION, SERVICE

ARTELCH scrvice, inc.

air conditioning & heating
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095
www.AirtecServiceinc.com
o, . See our
10% OFF withis AD YouTute Video
T: 732-634-4188

F: 732-750-3237 YORK

NEVER MISS OUR BULLETIN:

Have our bulletin

emailed to you
every week.

Visit www.parishesonline.com

“6%’ THE DIOCESE OF
T 1 METUCHEN
¥ Catholic Cemeteries

Crass Reswwnection

840 Cranbury-South River Rd., Jamesburg Hoes Lane & Park Ave., Piscataway
Featuring Mary Sorrowful Mother Mausoleum « Crematorium On Site Grand Opening of the Mausoleum of the Holy Spirit

DIOMETUCHEN.ORG/CEMETERIES
For Your Peace of Mind & Information: 800-943-8400

ROOFING ¢ CHIMNEYS * GUTTERS
MASONRY - SIDEWALKS & STEPS

We Find & Fix Leaks!

e

EXPERT CHIMNEY
& ROOFING

Family Owned/Operated - Lic.#13VH11097900

Bonded & Insured — 20 Years

Serving AU of Neow Jencey
732-520-9554 | www.expertchimneyroofing.com

anloq,’ OWEN S. DUNIGAN

AND CO., INC.
= «f Plumbing & Heating
i

732-634-0630

s oy WOODBRIDGE

& PLUMBING ¢

James Juarez e St. Lic. #7121 & 283

Cert. Backflow Insp Lic #8714

HEATING £ COOLING

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

As Low As

$1 95

./
T
e

MDMedAlert!™

v Ambulance ¢ Police v Family
v GPS & Fall Alert

CAL 800.808.9294

#k md-medalert.com

132-417-4444

Free Estimate
Since 1983 NJ Pimbg Lic. 8411

Our Lady of Peace, Edison, NJ 04-0366




A Family Tradition of Caring Since 1900

732-826-0358 | Flynnfuneral.com

Ann Silvestri
MSW, LCSW
Quality Counseling Services
for Depression & Anxiety

MEDICARE AND OTHER
INSURANCES ACCEPTED

973-462-2840

A Traditional Full S
Providing client focused ser

f Fox and Foxx Realty [B @foxandfoxxrealty

REALTY

Your neighbors. Your realtors.

KENNETH VERCAMMEN

ATTORNEY AT LAW
Wills & Probate

2053 Woodbridge Ave.
Edison, NJ 08817

732-572-0500

www.njlaws.com

o

ervice Brokerage

vice and vast experience.
732-486-3444
940 Amboy Ave, Suite 102 « Edison, NJ

Flynn and son/Mitruska Funeral Home
23 Ford Ave. * Edison-Fords, NJ 08863
Brendan J. Flynn Jr., Mgr., NJ Lic. No.

Flynn and son Funeral Home
424 East Ave. * Perth-Amboy, NJ 08861

4105

James J. Flynn IV, Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 4152

Flynn and son/Koyen Funeral Home
319 Amboy Ave. * Metuchen, NJ 08840

Brendan J. Flynn, Jr., Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 4105

Qs AR-EX

@ Pharmacy

~YOUR HEALTH REOUARES PERSONAL ATTENTION -
Anil Datwani, Pharm. D
370 New Brunswick Avenue

Fords,NJ 08863

732-738-1086

The UPS Store ©

SHEVCHENKO

MONUMENTS

4th Generation Craftsmen

Factory Showroom
329 Florida Grove Road

Hopelawn

(732) 442-1286

shevcomonuments.com

-

o’

| 4
“a“ ark

REALTORS
T

Gloria DeMarzo
Realtor-Associate
Office: 732.499.0030 ext. 217
Direct: 908.419.0340
Gloria@HallmarkRealtors.com
112 Westfield Ave, Clark NJ 07066
www.HallmarkRealtors.com

ADT-Monitored Home Security

® Burglary

Authorized
Provider

ADT SafeStreets

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

833-287-3502

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here

and Support

CONTA
Jay Sch

Our Parish!

CT ME
wartz

jschwartz@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x6801

Dr. Joseph Seeman, Sr.

SEEMAN FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC
515 New Brunswick Ave., Fords, N) 08863
732-738-0030 / Fax 732-738-4040

Dr. Seeman, Sr. has been a devoted parishioner of Our Lady of
Peace for 60 years, has been part of OLP from Baptism, Eucharist,
Confirmation, Reconciliation and Marriage, and has served the
community for 35 years.

SEEMAN

FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC

MARC RIZZO
BROKER/OWNER
CELL: 732-259-1729

marcrizzo@remax.net

WELCOME HOME

mMorTo

1199 AMBOY AVENUE, EDISON

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

MICHELLE RIZZO ALLISON RIZZO

BROKER
ASSOCIATE/OWNER
CELL: 908-501-2651

michellerizzo@remax.net

BROKER/OWNER
LIC #486033
CELL: 732-266-5184

OFFICE: 732-549-9500

allison.rizzo@mottomortgage.com

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

NEED A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital
newsletters to reach
your community.

O30

Scan to
contact us!

Visit Ipicommunities.com

ow e OUR cOMMY
am NEWSLETTE
- ol f

Our Lady of Peace, Edison, NJ

04-0366



