
 

 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE  

4:00 P.M. to 4:45 P.M. 

HOLY  SACRIFICE OF  THE 

MASS                     

Saturday: 5:15 P.M.   

Sunday: 8:00 A.M.  

10:00 A.M. 12:00 P.M. 

Weekday Mass  

Monday - Saturday  

8:00 A.M. 

Last Tuesday of the  

Month 7:00 P.M. 

 OUR LADY OF PEACE CHURCH 
January 4, 2026 

GPS:  620 Amboy Ave, 
 Edison, NJ 08837  

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 69,  
Fords, NJ 08863 

Email us: mail@olpfords.org   
Visit us at: www.olpfords.org 

Parish Office: 26 Maple Ave.  
Edison, NJ 08837 

Hours: Monday through Friday  
9:00am - 4:00pm 

 Phone: 732-738-7940 



 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK … 

 

Dear OLP Family, 
 

Happy Feast of Epiphany! Usually I take my vacation in January. As you read this, God willing, I 
will be far away in Kerala, India. I use this time to be with my mom who is in her 90’s and visit 
my siblings, family and friends.  
 

Let me now share with you a reflection on Epiphany. That word, in its Greek origin, refers to 
God’s revelation to humans. Today we focus on the wise men or magi whom later legends have 
named as Melchior, Casper and Balthazar. They may have been of noble birth, educated, wealthy, 
and influential. Whether we agree or not with the non-biblical descriptions about them, one 
thing is certain: they had apparently studied the Hebrew Scriptures, in particular, the 
Messianic prophecies of the Old Testament. They knew the words of Balaam: “A Star shall 
come out of Jacob; a Scepter shall rise out of Israel” (Numbers 24:17). They certainly were 
acquainted with the prophecy of Micah: “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little 
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in 
Israel” (Micah 5:2; see also Matthew 2:5, 6). They probably also knew and understood the time 
from the prophecy of Daniel regarding the appearance of the Messiah (see Daniel 9:25, 26). Their 
study of the Scriptures led them to the Messiah and they adored him. 
 

There is a lesson for us all. Reading and praying the Scriptures is the surest way to know the 
Messiah. “The more we seek him, the more we find him…” a famous worship song declares. The 
wise men must be admired for their willingness to spend their time, inconveniencing themselves a 
lot, in order to find Jesus and worship him. Decision to read the Bible daily is an excellent New 
Year resolution that can be made on this first Sunday of 2026. Later, during Lent, I plan to 
introduce a wonderful program of Bible sharing in small groups. Stay tuned to hear more 
about this exciting opportunity that will help us become more familiar with Bible. 
 

May be today is the right time to ask: Did we begin the New Year in the right spirit? St. Paul gives 
an excellent piece of advice he practiced himself: “forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:13). The spirit he advocates is to be forward-looking at the 
possibilities that we have in the call of God in Christ Jesus.  
 

“Forgetting what lies behind” is an invitation to not dwell on the past failures, hurts and 
wrong choices but to learn from them in the light that Jesus brings into our lives. No doubt 
our desire is to be better persons, to live better lives, to make more healthy choices and to live with 
all in harmony and peace. “Straining forward to what lies ahead” is the promise of the fulfillment 
of our longings in Jesus. As we celebrate Epiphany today, let us remember that the wise men 
reached their goal because they strained forward to what lay ahead. Their guide was the star that 
led them from the beginning of their quest that was based on their study of the Scriptures. We too 
need to keep our eyes on the star for guidance. That star, for us, is Jesus he Word of God. Let us 
make His Word more central to our lives this New Year.  
 

Your brother in Christ, 
Fr. Abraham Orapankal 
 



 

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

 

 SUNDAY ~ January 4 
11:00 am  OCIA ~ Parish Hall 

12:00 Noon Family Mass - Church 

 
 MONDAY ~  January 5 
8:30 am Novena ~ Church 

 

TUESDAY ~  January 6 

7:00 pm Blue Army ~ Church 

  
WEDNESDAY ~ January 7 

4:30 - 5:45 pm Religious Ed. Grades  
1 - 4 

7:00 - 8:15pm Religious Ed Grades  
5-8, II 

8:00 pm KOC Business Mtg ~ Parish Hall 
 

THURSDAY ~ January 8 
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal - Church 

7:00 pm Columbiettes Officers Mtg - Regina  
Caeli Room 

 

 FRIDAY January 9 

No Activities 

 

 SATURDAY ~ January 10 
4:00 pm Confession ~ Church 

  
 SUNDAY ~ January 11 

9:00am - 12pm Holy Name & Altar Rosary Society 
Mtg. - Regina Calie Room 

9:30am Holy Name & Altar Rosary to pray the Rosary 
-  Church 

11:00am OCIA ~ Parish Hall 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE 
WEEK 

 

 January 4, Sunday The Holy Family 

8:00 am 

+ Andrew Brucato from Joann & Family  
10:00 am 

+  Jose Santos from Candi Gonzalez 

12:00 Noon 

+ Liam McCrone from The Aube Family 

    
January 5,  Monday 8:00 am  

+  For our Parishioners  from Your Pastor 
 

January 6, Tuesday 8:00 am 

 + Josephine Gorman from Maryann 
Sheridan, Tracy Drive 

 

January 7,  Wednesday 8:00 am 

+John Warshany from Friends 

 

January 8, Thursday 8:00 am 

+ Wayne Borg from Sandy Desapio 

 

January 9,  Friday  8:00 am 

+ Irene Newman from Pat BusƟn   
 

January 10, Saturday  
8:00 am 

+ Stan Sapon from Barbara Laregina 

 5:15 pm 

+William Trobliger from Joann & Family 

 

 January 11, The Holy Family 

8:00 am 

+ Julian Rafalko from Family  
10:00 am 

+  Holy Name Altar Rosary Society 

12:00 Noon 

+ Luisa Gonzalez from OLP Staff 

Holy Name Altar Rosary Society 
welcomes all to join them 
on Sunday January 11, at 
9:30am to pray the Rosary 
to our blessed Mother 

before the 10:00am Mass. 



 

 

Ministry Schedule for 
January 10/11, 2026 

 
5:15 p. m. 

Eucharistic Ministers: Julia Dischler,  
Joan Deyak, Barbara Sinko 

  Reader: Bill Herring 

Altar Server: EmmaRose Felcetto 

 

8:00 a.m. Mass 

Eucharistic Ministers: Martin Verendia, 
Roseanne Brady, Margarita Cebulski 

Reader:  James Carroll 
 

10:00 a.m. Mass  
Eucharistic Ministers: Marie Frey, 
Barbara Balog, Maryann Shingola 

Reader:  Annalise Dantes 

Altar Server:  Ava Pridady 

 

12:00 Noon 

Eucharistic Ministers: Frank Heelan,  
Lorraine O’Prandy, Kevin Broesler 

Reader: Thomas Deignan 
 Altar Server: Alexis Nwinyi 

Please pray for the Sick   
Eunice McLaughlin, Raymond Miller,  

Danielle Maglies, Anna Verrico,  Rolando Rey, 
Christine Mary Brown, Donna Ferrara, Lonie Ebarle, 

Julia Forsythe,   Joanne M.,  Maria Lavid, Teddy 
Sabo,  Lisa Sabo,  Norma Nebus, Nancy Gaid, Joan 

Trainor,  Peter Rutkowski, Renata Wisnik, Raul 
Ramos, Veronica Roush, Suzanne Pontes Sarisky, 

Kelly Lease, Maria Turek, Evelyn Prince, Alex 
Deliso,  John Herring, Marie Burke, Bill Herring, 

Mercedes de Leon, Eve Morawski, Andrew Southern,  
Danuta, Evelyn Codd,  Shelly Greene, Danuta, Debra 

Ambrosi, Michael L. Wendy Snee, Tom Bednar 
 

Please pray for the Dearly Departed  
  Barbara Coyle, Paciencia Aviso, Renee Soto, Maria 

Couto, Michael O’Hara,  Anthony Sclafani,   Bart 
Miller, Hans Hadman, Ralph Baez, Maria Lopes, 

Sandra Husko, John Gonyo, Kevin Mitro,  Jacqueline 
Collie, John Warshany, Irene Newman, Barbara 

Felcetto, Arlene Herman, Joyce Trasky, Viola Davitt, 
Agnes Smith, Anne Trepono, Debbie Hernandez,  

Jose Santos 

                SMILE WITH YOUR FAMILY  
 

"I want the big cow!": This is how an excited little girl told her version of the  three wise 
men: The first two wise men got down from their camels and offered their precious gifts to 
the Baby. But the Baby declined them. When he declined the gift of the third also, the 
exasperated wise man asked, "Then what do you want?" Then Baby Jesus answered quickly 
and with a warm smile, "Your big cow!"  
 

A husband asked his wife, "Why would God give the wise men a star to guide them?" She 
replied, "Because God knows men are too proud to ask directions."   
A pastor’s wife was preparing pancakes for her young sons. The boys began to argue over 
who would get the first pancake. Their Mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson. If 
Jesus were sitting here, He would say, "Let my brother have the first pancake. I can wait." 
The oldest boy turned to his younger brother and said, "You be Jesus."   
 

Math teacher: If I have three bottles in one hand and two in the other hand, what do I 
have? Student: A drinking problem  
 

“Anyone want to buy some exercise equipment? I’m having a going-out-of-fitness sale.”  

 

“I decided to sell my vacuum cleaner. All it was doing was gathering dust.”        Monthly Parish Mass Our Lady of Peace celebrates Mass at 7:00 pm on the last Tuesday of every month.  All are welcome to join in this Eucharistic Celebration. 



 

 

“Because you never know  
what’s going to happen next.”  

 
A survey was made among school children 
asking the question why they enjoyed reading 
Harry Potter novels and watching Harry Potter 
movies. The most common answer was, 
“Because you never know what’s going to 
happen next.” This sense of suspense and 
surprise prompted us to watch the seven episodes 
of the Star War movies. The same desire for 
epiphany with the thrill and suspense awaiting 
them prompted adults to watch James Bond 
films and encouraged the great explorers like 
Marco Polo and Christopher Columbus to make 
risky and adventurous journeys.  
It is the same curiosity which led the magi to 
follow the star of Bethlehem.  An element of 
suspense marked every moment in the journey of 
the Magi, who never knew what road the Spirit 
of God was going to take them down next. 
Today’s readings invite us to have the same 
curiosity as explorers and movie fans do, so that 
we may discover the “epiphany” or 
manifestation or Self- revelation of our God in 
everyone and every event, everywhere.  

                             Adventurers 
 
When pilots Dick Rutan and Jeana Yeager made 
their historic flight in 1986 with their spindly 
Voyager aircraft, the whole world followed it with 
excitement. For nine days a sky-watch was kept 
tracking their first non-stop global flight without 
refueling. Achievers and risk-takers like Dick 
Rutan and Jeana Yeager have always fascinated us. 
Marco Polo journeying to India and China, 
Christopher Columbus coming to America, 
Admiral Byrd going to the South Pole, our 
Astronauts flying to the moon: such adventurers 
have always aroused our admiration and our 
skepticism.  
It was no different at the time of the Magi in 
today’s Gospel story. To the cynical observer the 
Magi must have seemed foolish to go following a 
star. These astrologers had to be a little crazy 
leaving the security of their homeland to venture 
forth into a strange country presided over by a 
madman like Herod. Nevertheless, to the person 
with the eyes of Faith, the Magi had discovered an 
immense secret. They found not only the secret of 
the star but the secret of the whole universe – the 
secret of God’s incredible love for his people. For 
the Child they found was no ordinary child but the 
very Son of God become man. 

     A fourth Wise Man? 
 

There’s a story called “The Other Wise Man” by Henry van Dyke. It’s about a fourth 
person who is supposed to accompany the other three wise men on their journey to 
search for the newborn King. The name of the person is Artaban. As Artaban prepares 
for the journey, he takes with him a bag of precious stones to give to the baby King. 
On this way to join the other three wise men, Artaban stops to help a poor person. The 
delay is just enough to make him miss his rendezvous with the others. Artaban never 
does catch up with them. He constantly runs into people who need help. And he 
always stops to help them. Eventually, Artaban gives away all his precious stones. As 
the story ends, Artaban is old and poor. He has never realized his dream to meet the 
King of Kings. But the story doesn’t end here. 
 

 One day Artaban is in Jerusalem. Authorities are about to execute a criminal. When 
Artaban sees the criminal, his heart skips a beat. Something tells him this is the King 
of Kings for whom he has been searching all his life. Artaban is heartbroken when he 
sees he can do nothing to help the King. Then something remarkable happens. Artaban 
hears the King’s voice say to him: “Don’t be broken-hearted, Artaban. You’ve been 
helping me all your life. When I was hungry, you gave me food. When I was thirsty, 
you gave me drink. When I was naked, you clothed me. When I was a stranger, you 
took me in”. 



 

 

 
Parochial Ministry 

Rev. Abraham Orapankal, Ph.D. 
Rev. Sebastian Kaithackal C.M.I., (In Res.) 

Deacon John A. Raychel 
 

Parish Services 
Rev. John J. Zec, Ph.D., Music Director 

Candida Gonzalez, Coordinator of  Religious Ed 
Lourdes Hnath, Organist 

 
Parish Staff 

Walter Springer, Business Administrator 
Norma Izzo, Bookkeeping Assistant   

Dawn Aube, Parish/Religious Education 
Secretary 

 
Trustees 

Joan C. Deyak, Robert Butvilla 

         Candle 
In Memory of 

Irene Newman 
                            From  
                      Altar Rosary Society 

                              
December 21, 2025 

Online Giving            $ 3,046.50 
Poinsettias                $ 2,179.00      
Mail In                       $ 4,353.00    
Weekly Offertory       $ 6,094.00 
 
Total                          $ 15,672.50 
 

Stewardship of Treasure 
Thank you for remembering your 

parish with your continued financial 
support; it is essential and much 

appreciated by our parish community.  

 Bread & Wine 
In memory of 

Mary & Salvator Brucato 
From 

    Joann & Family 

OFFERTORY GIFTS 
 

Anyone who wishes to present the 
gifts at the Offertory of the Mass  

should speak with one of the 
ushers at the main entrance to the 

Church before Mass.   
The usher will give you instructions 
on when to bring the gifts forward.  

ONLINE GIVING 
 Another easy way to manage your 
church giving is with Online Giving. 
You can manage your giving or give 

a one-time gift.  
 

Visit our church website 
www.olpfords.org and click the 

ONLINE GIVING link and register 
with our church.  Your support during 

the year helps sustain our church. 

We  would like to thank 
all the families for  

their help with 
decorating  

  the Church. 
       Thank you  



Vincz’s Food
& Liquors

1066 Amboy Ave., Edison

(732) 225-5570

God, in His Goodness,
Sent Us Grapes

To Cheer Both Great & Small.

Little Fools Will Drink Too Much,

Great Fools Not At All!

DELI 

LOCAL DELIVERY

SPECIAL ORDERS
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SERVICE, INC.

air conditioning & heating

Dan McKenzie
DESIGN, INSTALLATION, SERVICE

WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 

www.AirtecServiceinc.com

 10% OFF w/this AD

  T: 732-634-4188

  F: 732-750-3237

See our 
YouTube Video

	 THE DIOCESE OF

	 METUCHEN

	 Catholic Cemeteries

For Your Peace of Mind & Information: 800-943-8400

	 Holy Cross Cemetery	 Resurrection Cemetery
	 840 Cranbury-South River Rd., Jamesburg	 Hoes Lane & Park Ave., Piscataway
	 Featuring Mary Sorrowful Mother Mausoleum • Crematorium On Site	 Grand Opening of the Mausoleum of the Holy Spirit

DIOMETUCHEN.ORG/CEMETERIES

md-medalert.com

800.808.9294
CALL  

NOW!

IF YOU LIVE ALONE You Need

4 Ambulance 4 Police 4 Family  

		       4 GPS & Fall Alert

MDMedAlert!™

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

732-520-9554 | www.expertchimneyrooܪng.com

Family Owned/Operated - Lic.#13VH11097900 

Bonded & Insured – 20 Years

Serving All of New Jersey

$1100 OFF
ANY NEW ROOF  
REPLACEMENT

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter,
Masonry Repair & SENIORS

EXPERT CHIMNEY 
& ROOFING

SPRING HOME REPAIRS - FREE ESTIMATES

ROOFING • CHIMNEYS • GUTTERS 
MASONRY • SIDEWALKS & STEPS

We Find & Fix Leaks!

POLICE OFFICERS

WHO KEEP OUR

COMMUNITIES SAFE!

Compliments of the Rak Family

732-417-4444732-417-4444

$35 OFF ANY SERVICE$35 OFF ANY SERVICE

Free Estimate
Since 1983 NJ Plmbg Lic. 8411

OWEN S. DUNIGAN OWEN S. DUNIGAN 

AND CO., INC.AND CO., INC.

Plumbing & Heating 

732-634-0630
WOODBRIDGE

James Juarez • St. Lic. #7121 & 283

Cert. Backflow Insp Lic #8714
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Gloria DeMarzo
Realtor-Associate

O�ce: 732.499.0030 ext. 217

Direct: 908.419.0340

Gloria@HallmarkRealtors.com

112 Westfield Ave, Clark NJ 07066

www.HallmarkRealtors.com

Ann Silvestri 

MSW, LCSW

Quality Counseling Services 
for Depression & Anxiety

MEDICARE AND OTHER  

INSURANCES ACCEPTED

973-462-2840

Shevchenko
Monuments

4th Generation Craftsmen

Factory Showroom

329 Florida Grove Road

Hopelawn

(732) 442-1286
shevcomonuments.com

Flynn and son/Mitruska Funeral Home

23 Ford Ave. • Edison-Fords, NJ 08863

Brendan J. Flynn Jr., Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 4105

Flynn and son Funeral Home

424 East Ave. • Perth-Amboy, NJ 08861

James J. Flynn IV, Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 4152

Flynn and son/Koyen Funeral Home

319 Amboy Ave. • Metuchen, NJ 08840

Brendan J. Flynn, Jr., Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 4105

A Family Tradition of Caring Since 1900

732-826-0358 | Flynnfuneral.com

Flynn and son Funeral Homes, Inc.

Dr. Joseph Seeman, Sr.
SEEMAN FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC

515 New Brunswick Ave., Fords, NJ 08863 

732-738-0030 / Fax 732-738-4040

Dr. Seeman, Sr. has been a devoted parishioner of Our Lady of 

Peace for 60 years, has been part of OLP from Baptism, Eucharist, 

Confirmation, Reconciliation and Marriage, and has served the 

community for 35 years.

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  
Jay Schwartz

jschwartz@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x6801

ALLISON RIZZO
BROKER/OWNER

LIC #486033

CELL: 732-266-5184
allison.rizzo@mottomortgage.com

1199 AMBOY AVENUE, EDISON       OFFICE: 732-549-9500

MICHELLE RIZZO
BROKER  

ASSOCIATE/OWNER

CELL: 908-501-2651
michellerizzo@remax.net

MARC RIZZO
BROKER/OWNER

CELL: 732-259-1729
marcrizzo@remax.net

MEET 
THE 
RIZZOS

WELCOME HOME

A Traditional Full Service Brokerage
Providing client focused service and vast experience.

Your neighbors. Your realtors.

Fox and Foxx Realty       @foxandfoxxrealty

732-486-3444
940 Amboy Ave, Suite 102 • Edison, NJ

Kenneth Vercammen

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Wills & Probate

2053 Woodbridge Ave.
Edison, NJ 08817

732-572-0500
www.njlaws.com


