
 

 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE  

Saturday: 4:00 to 4:45 P.M. 

HOLY  SACRIFICE OF  THE 

MASS                     

Saturday: 5:15 P.M.   

Sunday: 8:00 A.M.  

10:00 A.M. 12:00 P.M. 

Weekday Mass  

Monday - Saturday  

8:00 A.M. 

Last Tuesday of the  

Month 7:00 P.M. 

 OUR LADY OF PEACE CHURCH 

December 28, 2025  

GPS:  620 Amboy Ave, 
 Edison, NJ 08837  

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 69,  
Fords, NJ 08863 

Email us: mail@olpfords.org   
Visit us at: www.olpfords.org 

Parish Office: 26 Maple Ave.  
Edison, NJ 08837 

Hours: Monday through Friday  
9:00am - 4:00pm 

 Phone: 732-738-7940 

To our parish  
families  

and friends   

 FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 



 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK … 

 

Dear OLP Family, 
 

Merry Christmas! I do hope you all had a happy Ɵme with your families for Christmas dinner. But 
it takes more than a fesƟve Christmas dinner for many families to really have a great Ɵme with 
each other. Bringing a family together requires the paƟence to listen, the selŇessness to forgive, 
the commitment to heal and mend. To be a family is to seek out and bring back whoever is lost, 
to look beyond behavior to understand what is prompƟng such anger, biƩerness or disaīecƟon, 
to put aside one's own expectaƟons to respect another's perspecƟve. 
 

Today’s celebraƟon of the Feast of the Holy Family helps us to look up to Joseph, Mary and Jesus 
and learn their way of being a family. It may come as a surprise to many when I say that the Holy 
Family was not an ideal family as we have been brought up to believe! They also had their own 
share of struggles, tough situaƟons, Įnancial challenges, problems of communicaƟon between 
spouses and between parents and the teenage Jesus. Gospel vigneƩes give us inklings to their 
struggles: MaƩhew, the Evangelist, tells us the conŇict Joseph had when he came to know that 
Mary was pregnant before he married her (Mt. 1:18-25). AŌer Jesus was born, Joseph was told: 
“Rise, take the child and his mother, Ňee to Egypt, and stay there unƟl I tell you." (MaƩhew 2: 13-

15, 19-23). Why? They had to escape Herod's murderous wrath. As is clear from the infancy 
narraƟves (from Luke and MaƩhew), Jesus, Mary and Joseph as a family experienced heartache, 
fear, misunderstanding and doubt, but together they created a family of love and compassion. 
They understood one another, accepted each other, stuck together and faced the challenges of 
life  
together as one family, relying on God’s guidance. That is how the Holy Family becomes a model 
for us to deal with our own family’s challenges. 
 

If that is not the way our family is funcƟoning, this New Year is an opportunity to begin anew. On 
December 31, the last day of this year, we have two Masses (8 AM & 4 PM) Why not come to 
church and thank God for the blessings we received in 2025. We usher in the New Year not only 
watching all the celebraƟons across the world including the dropping of the ball in Times Square, 
but also by celebraƟng the Eucharist in God’s house. We have two Masses on January 1: 9 AM and 
12 noon. AƩending one of these, we can begin 2026 with His blessings. Many will make this Įrst 
day of the New Year a Ɵme of reŇecƟon, resoluƟons, and new beginnings. 
 

So, a happy New Year and a happy Feast of the Holy Family! We raise up all parents and children 
in prayer, especially those who experience the pain of separaƟon and single parent families who 
heroically face the challenges of life. As we will soon ring in the New Year 2026, may we all 
experience more unity, love and peace in our families and communiƟes! And may the Blessings of 
Baby Jesus be with all of you for the whole of the New Year 2026. 
 

Your brother in Christ, 
Fr. Abraham Orapankal 



 

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

 

 SUNDAY ~ 28 
10:00 AM OCIA ~ Parish Hall 

11:00am Fellowship with Parishioners - Parish Hall 
 

 MONDAY ~  Dec. 29 
8:30 am Novena ~ Church 

 

TUESDAY ~  Dec. 30 

7:00 pm Parish Mass ~ Church 

  
WEDNESDAY ~  Dec. 31 

No Rel Ed. Classes 

 

THURSDAY ~ January 1 
Happy New Year 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSE 

 

 FRIDAY January 2 

No Activities 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 SATURDAY ~ January 3 
4:00 pm Confession ~ Church 

  
 SUNDAY ~ January 4 

11:00 am OCIA ~ Parish Hall 
12:00 pm Rel. Ed. Family Mass - Church 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 

 December 28, Sunday 

8:00 am 

+ Frank & Minnie Dellapietro from Joann & Family  
10:00 am 

+  William Trobliger from Marcella & Family 

12:00 Noon 

+ Michele Puglise from Family 

   
December 29,  Monday 8:00 am  
+Anthony Stanowski from Paula  

Stanowski-Pincus 

 

December 30, Tuesday   8:00 am 

 + Wayne Borg  from Sandria Desapio 

7:00pm 

+ Edward J. Siana Jr. from The Kobibas Family 

 

December 31,  Wednesday New Year’s Eve 

8:00 am 

+ For Our Parishioners from The Pastor 
4:00 pm  

+ John Potts from Nancy & John Joseph 

 

January 1, Thursday New Year’s Day  
9:00 am 

+ In Gratitude to the Holy Mother from Virginia 

12:00 Noon 

+ Thomas Lovas from Patricia 

 

January 2, Friday  8:00 am 

+ Special IntenƟons for John & Nancy Raychel  
from Edward Gorman   

 
January 3, Saturday  8:00 am 

+ Fredrick Ferlicchi from Family 

 5:15 pm 

+ Bob & Maria Fortin from Daughter Lourdes 

 

 January 4, Sunday 

8:00 am 

+ Andrew Brucato from Joann & Family  
10:00 am 

+  Jose Santos 

12:00 Noon 

+ Liam McCrone from The Aube Family 

Ministry Schedule for 
New Year Eve December 31, 2025 

4:00 p. m. 
Eucharistic Ministers: Karen Senatore,  

Joan Deyak, Julia Dischler 
  Reader:  Gloria DeMarzo 

Altar Server: Delgado Family 

 

New Year’s Day January 1, 2025 
9:00 a.m. Mass 

Eucharistic Ministers: Arlene Verendia,  
Tom Bednar, Kenneth Egan 

Reader:  Bill Herring 

Altar Server: Alexis Nwinyi 
 

12:00 Noon 

Eucharistic Ministers: Arlene & Augustus Cezar 
Lorraine O’Prandy 

Reader: Frank Heelan 
 Altar Server: Sienna Santos 

                              
 

December 14, 2025 
Online Giving            $  2,759.50 
Retired Religious      $     890.00     
Mail In                       $  1,156.00   
Weekly Offertory       $  3,359.00 
Total                          $  8,164.50 

Stewardship of Treasure 

Thank you for remembering your parish with your  
continued financial support; it is essential and much 

appreciated by our parish community.  

 
Parochial Ministry 

Rev. Abraham Orapankal, Ph.D. 
Rev. Sebastian Kaithackal C.M.I., (In Res.) 

Deacon John A. Raychel 
 

Parish Services 
Rev. John J. Zec, Ph.D., Music Director 

Candida Gonzalez, Coordinator of  Religious Ed 

Lourdes Hnath, Organist 
 

Parish Staff 
Walter Springer, Business Administrator 

Norma Izzo, Bookkeeping Assistant   
Dawn Aube, Parish/Religious Education Secretary 

 

Trustees 
Joan C. Deyak, Robert Butvilla 



 

 

Ministry Schedule for 
January 3/4, 2026 

 
5:15 p. m. 

Eucharistic Ministers: Kaen Senatore, 
Barbara Balog, Joan Deyak 
  Reader: Gloria DeMarzo 

Altar Server: The Delgado Family 
 

8:00 a.m. Mass 
Eucharistic Ministers:  Alan Nygard, 

Tom Bednar, Arlene Verendia 
Reader:  James Padden 

 
10:00 a.m. Mass  

Eucharistic Ministers: Mary Prumos, 
Arlene & Augustus Cezar  

Reader:  Corinne Ambrosi 
Altar Server:  Brienne Szylar 

 
12:00 Noon 

Eucharistic Ministers: Kathy Kazary, 
Benjamin Praval, Angela Chundak 

Reader: Frank Heelan  
 Altar Server: Ashley Alfaro 

Please pray for the Sick   
Eunice McLaughlin, Raymond Miller,  

Danielle Maglies, Anna Verrico,  Rolando Rey, 
Christine Mary Brown, Donna Ferrara, Lonie 

Ebarle, Julia Forsythe,   Joanne M.,  Maria Lavid, 
Teddy Sabo,  Lisa Sabo,  Norma Nebus, Nancy 
Gaid, Joan Trainor,  Peter Rutkowski, Renata 

Wisnik, Bishop Bootkoski, Raul Ramos, 
Veronica Roush, Suzanne Pontes Sarisky, Kelly 
Lease, Maria Turek, Evelyn Prince, Alex Deliso,  

John Herring, Marie Burke, Bill Herring, 
Mercedes de Leon, Eve Morawski, Andrew 

Southern,  Danuta, Evelyn Codd,  Shelly Greene, 
Danuta, Debra Ambrosi, Michael L.,  

Wendy Snee 
 

Please pray for the Dearly Departed  
  Robert Bertekap, Barbara Coyle, Paciencia 
Aviso, Renee Soto, Maria Couto, Michael 

O’Hara,  Anthony Sclafani,   Bart Miller, Hans 
Hadman, Ralph Baez, Maria Lopes, Sandra 

Husko, John Gonyo, Kevin Mitro,  Jacqueline 
Collie, John Warshany, Irene Newman, Barbara 
Felcetto, Arlene Herman, Joyce Trasky, Viola 

Davitt, Agnes Smith, Anne Trepono,  
Debbie Hernandez, Jose Santos 

           SMILE WITH YOUR FAMILY  
  

Family Jokes: A mother said to her son, "Look at that kid over there; he's not  
misbehaving." The son replied, "Maybe he has good parents then!"  
Teacher: "Answer this math problem: if your father earns $500 a week and gives half to your 
mother. What will he have?" Student: "A heart aƩack."  
The mother comes home aŌer shopping and the father is excited to announce: ”Can you believe, our 
liƩle girl served me tea!” The mother responds, "Did it  ever occur to you that the only place she can 
reach to get water is the toilet?”    
Son: "Dad, when will I be old enough so I don't have to ask mom for her permission to go out?"  Dad: 
"Son, even I haven't grown old enough to go out without her permission!"     
A man called the doctor, "Hello! My son just snatched my pen when I was wriƟng and swallowed it. 
Please come and help.” The doctor replied, "Ok, I’m on my way; what will you do Ɵll I reach?” The man 
says, “I will write with another pen."   
"Johnny, why did you kick your brother in the stomach?" exclaimed the angry mother. “It was pure  
accident, Mama. He turned around.”  

The Best New Year GiŌs 

To your friend – loyalty; To your enemy - forgiveness; To your boss - service; To a child - a good 
example; To your parents - graƟtude and devoƟon; To your mate - love and faithfulness. 
To all men and women - love; To God - your life. 



 

 

EXTEND THE BOUNDARIES OF OUR FAMILY! 
 

The homeless man or woman today in the streets of 
big ciƟes, ĮghƟng the cold and the snow, is part of our 
family. The drug addict in a den, or living in fear and 
aloneness this day, is member of our family. The sick 
person, dying, alone, dirty and maybe even 
obnoxious, is a member of our family. The person 
siƫng in the prison cell for whatever reason is also a 
child of God, and as such, according to St. John, is a 
member of our family. All these, as well as the 
cherished inƟmate members of our family, are “family 
valuables,” and, as such, are worthy of safekeeping 
and reverence.  
On the Feast of the only perfect Family that ever 
lived on this earth, all parents might examine 
themselves and see how well they are fulĮlling the 
grave responsibility which God has placed on them. 
As they heard during their marriage ceremony: 
"children are a giŌ from God to you."  Children serve 
as the joy of their parents’ young years and the help 
and comfort of their old age, but above and beyond 
that, they are a giŌ for which their parents are 
accountable before God, as they must, in the end, 
return these, His children, to Him.  Let us pray for the 
grace of caring for one another in our own families, 
for each member of the parish family, and for all 
families of the universal Church.  

A quilt for 2026 

And Mary kept all these things, reŇecƟng on them in 
her heart. Luke 2: 16-21 

 Her eldest granddaughter has just shared the news: 
she and her boyfriend are engaged. Grandma is 
ecstaƟc for the young couple. When the grandmother 
shares the news with her quilter-friends, they 
immediately decide to create a beauƟful quilt for the 
couple. Grandma begins thinking about colors. She 
and her sister-quilters study various paƩerns before 
seƩling on a design that will look amazing in the 
couple’s home. Along the way they add touches that 
reŇect the bride and groom: a small panel imprinted 
with a cello to reŇect her musical training, a cloth with 
a coho salmon to celebrate his love of the outdoors. A 
CelƟc harp, a maple tree, two robins become part of 
the design. They even add the Red Sox iconic leƩer 
“B,” in memory of his late father, who was an avid 
baseball fan. 
  

As in every quilt they create together, the quilters 
make a few changes along the way: they will rework 
pieces that don’t quite Įt, resew sƟtches that are 
uneven or when thread breaks, incorporate new ideas 
that inspire them. AŌer hours of hard but loving work, 
Grandma and her friends surprise the couple with the 
Įnished quilt a week before their wedding. The bride 
and groom are moved not only at the arƟstry but the 
love clearly reŇected in the quilt. They immediately 
arrange to have the quilt displayed at the wedding. 
Now, many years later, the quilt remains on their bed, 
a beauƟful symbol of love and graƟtude for their life 
together and the family and friends who support 
them. 
  

Imagine this New Year’s Day as creaƟng a quilt — a 
quilt of our lives. We begin 2026 with the ideas and 
hopes for what we can create from the fragments of 
cloth we will Įnd. The colors of compassion and 
generosity of our fellow quilters will inspire us. We 
will make mistakes — choices that don’t Įt, sƟtches 
that are poorly executed — but by God’s grace and in 
a spirit of humility, we can re-sƟtch as 
necessary. Today, in the spirit of Mary’s “keeping all 
these things in her heart,” may we resolve to make 
this year a “quilt” of God’s joy and hope: grateful for 
the “pieces” of God’s providence and peace that 
bless our days, discovering the paƩern of God’s love 
in the giŌ of this New Year.  

DID YOU MISS THE POINT? YOU CAN START ANEW!  
How was Christmas? Was it truly a celebraƟon of 
Christ? Or did I miss the point? If I decorate my 
house perfectly with plaid bows, strands of twinkling 
lights and shiny balls, but do not show love to my 
family, I'm just another decorator. If I slave away in 
the kitchen, baking dozens of Christmas cookies, 
preparing gourmet meals and arranging a beauƟfully 
adorned table at mealƟme, but do not show love to 
my family, I'm just another cook.  
If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing 
home, and give all that I have to charity, but do not 
show love to my family, it proĮts me nothing. If I 
trim the spruce with shimmering angels and 
crocheted snowŇakes, aƩend a myriad of holiday 
parƟes and sing in the choir's cantata, but do not 
focus on Christ, I have missed the point. But don’t 
worry, the compassionate God gives you another 
chance to begin this New Year well! Start anew!  



 

 

         Candle 
      In Memory of 
          Stan Sobon 

                                    From  
                          Barbara 

 Bread & Wine 
In memory of 

Helen & Louis Bertekap 
From 

    Marcella & Bob 

REVENUES   

Collections and Contributions   $        503,229  

Offerings & Donations               28,805  

Religious Education Fees               13,647  

Rental Income             610,933  

National & Missionary Appeals                 8,183  

Diocesan Collections                 4,596  

Authorized Collections                 2,660  

Bequests             327,026  

Dividend/Interest Income               11,797  

    

Total Revenues          1,510,876  

   

EXPENSES   

Salaries and Benefits             494,970  

Administrative             106,012  

Operations and Maintenance             370,364  

Parish Life and Ministries               75,870  

Diocesan Assessments             229,400  

Diocesan Collections                 4,596  

National & Missionary Appeals                 8,183  

Depreciation               43,425  

Total Expenses          1,332,820  

   

NET INCOME   $        178,056  

OUR LADY OF PEACE CHURCH 
STATEMENT OF REVENUES AND EXPENSES FOR  

THE PERIOD  July 1, 2024 to June 30 , 2025 

Dear OLP Family, 
 

I am very happy to present to you the Annual 
Finance Report of our parish – thanks to 
Walter Springer and Norma Izzo of our staī 
who prepared this report which was analyzed 
and approved by our Trustees Bob Butvilla 
and Joan Deyak. Though I am only a few 
months here, this report tells me that our 
Įnancial health is reasonably sound. I wish to 
thank you, the People of God of OLP, for your 
dedicated support of this parish with your 
regular sacriĮcial contribuƟons to the church. 
  
We were fortunate to have a substanƟal 
income from renƟng out our faciliƟes (school 
and parish center) to the Perth Amboy School 
System in the past years which made our 
Įnances strong. Perth Amboy has constructed 
new faciliƟes and moved to another more 
convenient locaƟon. That necessitated us 
puƫng a sign “Space to rent” which many of 
you must have seen as you drove by our 
premises. I am conĮdent of geƫng a reliable 
tenant. Let us hope and pray as we trust in 
God’s care.   
  
In the meanwhile, my priority is for us all to 
grow together in holiness through God’s 
Word. I invite you to make reading, praying, 
understanding and sharing God’s Word a 
priority in your life – individually and as a 
family. The best way for that to happen is to 
form small groups of Bible sharing. Please be 
on the lookout for more info on that. 
With sincere graƟtude to your admirable love, 
support and dedicaƟon to this wonderful OLP 
family, I am,  
 

Your brother in Christ, 
Fr. Abraham Orapankal 



Vincz’s Food
& Liquors

1066 Amboy Ave., Edison

(732) 225-5570

God, in His Goodness,
Sent Us Grapes

To Cheer Both Great & Small.

Little Fools Will Drink Too Much,

Great Fools Not At All!

DELI 

LOCAL DELIVERY

SPECIAL ORDERS

	 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com	 Our Lady of Peace, Edison, NJ	 04-0366

SERVICE, INC.

air conditioning & heating

Dan McKenzie
DESIGN, INSTALLATION, SERVICE

WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 

www.AirtecServiceinc.com

 10% OFF w/this AD

  T: 732-634-4188

  F: 732-750-3237

See our 
YouTube Video

	 THE DIOCESE OF

	 METUCHEN

	 Catholic Cemeteries

For Your Peace of Mind & Information: 800-943-8400

	 Holy Cross Cemetery	 Resurrection Cemetery
	 840 Cranbury-South River Rd., Jamesburg	 Hoes Lane & Park Ave., Piscataway
	 Featuring Mary Sorrowful Mother Mausoleum • Crematorium On Site	 Grand Opening of the Mausoleum of the Holy Spirit

DIOMETUCHEN.ORG/CEMETERIES

md-medalert.com

800.808.9294
CALL  

NOW!

IF YOU LIVE ALONE You Need

4 Ambulance 4 Police 4 Family  

		       4 GPS & Fall Alert

MDMedAlert!™

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

732-520-9554 | www.expertchimneyrooܪng.com

Family Owned/Operated - Lic.#13VH11097900 

Bonded & Insured – 20 Years

Serving All of New Jersey

$1100 OFF
ANY NEW ROOF  
REPLACEMENT

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter,
Masonry Repair & SENIORS

EXPERT CHIMNEY 
& ROOFING

SPRING HOME REPAIRS - FREE ESTIMATES

ROOFING • CHIMNEYS • GUTTERS 
MASONRY • SIDEWALKS & STEPS

We Find & Fix Leaks!

POLICE OFFICERS

WHO KEEP OUR

COMMUNITIES SAFE!

Compliments of the Rak Family

732-417-4444732-417-4444

$35 OFF ANY SERVICE$35 OFF ANY SERVICE

Free Estimate
Since 1983 NJ Plmbg Lic. 8411
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Gloria DeMarzo
Realtor-Associate

O�ce: 732.499.0030 ext. 217

Direct: 908.419.0340

Gloria@HallmarkRealtors.com

112 Westfield Ave, Clark NJ 07066

www.HallmarkRealtors.com

Ann Silvestri 

MSW, LCSW

Quality Counseling Services 
for Depression & Anxiety

MEDICARE AND OTHER  

INSURANCES ACCEPTED

973-462-2840

Shevchenko
Monuments

4th Generation Craftsmen

Factory Showroom

329 Florida Grove Road

Hopelawn

(732) 442-1286
shevcomonuments.com

Flynn and son/Mitruska Funeral Home

23 Ford Ave. • Edison-Fords, NJ 08863

Brendan J. Flynn Jr., Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 4105

Flynn and son Funeral Home

424 East Ave. • Perth-Amboy, NJ 08861

James J. Flynn IV, Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 4152

Flynn and son/Koyen Funeral Home

319 Amboy Ave. • Metuchen, NJ 08840

Brendan J. Flynn, Jr., Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 4105

A Family Tradition of Caring Since 1900

732-826-0358 | Flynnfuneral.com

Flynn and son Funeral Homes, Inc.

Dr. Joseph Seeman, Sr.
SEEMAN FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC

515 New Brunswick Ave., Fords, NJ 08863 

732-738-0030 / Fax 732-738-4040

Dr. Seeman, Sr. has been a devoted parishioner of Our Lady of 

Peace for 60 years, has been part of OLP from Baptism, Eucharist, 

Confirmation, Reconciliation and Marriage, and has served the 

community for 35 years.

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  
Jay Schwartz

jschwartz@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x6801

ALLISON RIZZO
BROKER/OWNER

LIC #486033

CELL: 732-266-5184
allison.rizzo@mottomortgage.com

1199 AMBOY AVENUE, EDISON       OFFICE: 732-549-9500

MICHELLE RIZZO
BROKER  

ASSOCIATE/OWNER

CELL: 908-501-2651
michellerizzo@remax.net

MARC RIZZO
BROKER/OWNER

CELL: 732-259-1729
marcrizzo@remax.net

MEET 
THE 
RIZZOS

WELCOME HOME

A Traditional Full Service Brokerage
Providing client focused service and vast experience.

Your neighbors. Your realtors.

Fox and Foxx Realty       @foxandfoxxrealty

732-486-3444
940 Amboy Ave, Suite 102 • Edison, NJ

Kenneth Vercammen

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Wills & Probate

2053 Woodbridge Ave.
Edison, NJ 08817

732-572-0500
www.njlaws.com


