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FROM THEE PASTOR’S DESK .....

Dear OLP Family,

Merry Christmas! Christmas is that magical time of the year when glittering decorations line
the streets and homes and children are eagerly waiting to open the gifts under the tree. One
word that we need to understand and reaffirm at Christmas is ‘incarnation.’ It literally means
taking flesh. Christmas is the feast of God incarnating as a human being.

From my Indian background, incarnation is a familiar term for the Hindus. Their Scriptures
describe ten incarnations of God ““to restore righteousness in the world whenever there is a
large-scale erosion of moral values.” But the Christian Scriptures teach only one Incarnation,
and its purpose is given in John 3: 16: “God so loved the world that He sent His only Son so
that everyone who believes in Him may not die, but have eternal life.” Thus every Christmas
reminds us that we need a Savior to guide us, and that Savior is Emmanuel, God-with-us.

At the conclusion of the Jubilee Year of Mercy a few years ago, Pope Francis wrote in his
Apostolic Letter (Misericordia Et Misera): “In a culture often dominated by technology,
sadness and loneliness appear to be on the rise, not least among young people. This often
gives rise to depression, sadness and boredom, which can gradually lead to despair. We need
witnesses to hope and true joy if we are to dispel the illusions that promise quick and easy
happiness through artificial paradises. We need to acknowledge the joy that rises up in a
heart touched by mercy. Let us keep in mind, then, the words of the Apostle: “Rejoice in the
Lord always.”

It is this joy that we try to express when we wish each other ‘Merry Christmas,” instead of
“Happy Holidays.” I remember a few years ago, NJ Radio 101.5 had a poll in which the vast
majority of New Jersians recognized the absurdity of the “Happy Holidays” movement.
Happily, 8 out of 10 believe “Merry Christmas” and “Happy Hanukkah” are the appropriate
greetings. Let us not be cowed down by the secular progressives who want us to be
‘politically correct’ by diminishing the display of Christian greetings, traditions and practices.
Let us be proud of our Christian heritage that the founding fathers and mothers envisioned as
our nation was founded on freedom. And religious freedom is an essential freedom that we
need to practice. Merry Christmas to you and to your family, from us Fr. Sebastian
Kaithackal and myself, from Deacon John Raychel and our dedicated OLP Parish Staff.

Your brother in Christ,
Fr. Abraham Orapankal

Our greatest need in this last week before Christmas
If our greatest need had been information, God would have sent us an educator; If our
greatest need had been technology, God would have sent us a scientist; If our greatest need
had been money, God would have sent us an economist; If our greatest need had been
pleasure, God would have sent us an entertainer; But our greatest need was forgiveness, so
God sent us a Savior. (Source Unknown)




Ministry Schedule for
December 24/25

CHRISTMAS EVE
4:00 p. m.
Eucharistic Ministers: Barbara Balog, Joan Deyak,
Julia Dischler
Reader: Gloria DeMarzo
Altar Server: Delgado Family

CHRISTMAS DAY
9:00 a.m. Mass
Eucharistic Ministers: Arlene Verendia, Tom Bednar,
Roseanne Brady
Reader: Annalise Dantes
Altar Server: Alexis Nwinyi

12:00 Noon
Eucharistic Ministers: Arlene & Augustus Cezar
Lorraine O’Prandy

Reader: Frank Heelan
Altar Server: Ashley Alfaro

Merry Christmas from Father

A Abraham, Father Sebastian and the
4% Parish Staff to you and your family

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

SUNDAY ~21
1:00pm Church Decorating

MONDAY ~ Dec. 22
8:30 am Novena ~ Church

TUESDAY ~ Dec. 23
7:00 pm Blue Army Devotions ~ Church

WEDNESDAY ~ Dec. 24
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
4:00 pm Christmas Eve Mass

THURSDAY ~ Dec. 25

MERRY CHRISTMAS

9:00 am Christmas Mass
12:00 Noon Christmas Mass

FRIDAY Dec.26
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
No Activities

SATURDAY ~ Dec. 27
4:00 pm Confession ~ Church

SUNDAY ~ Dec. 28
11:00am Fellowship with Parishioners - Parish Hall

Confession Schedule Change
On December 28, 2025 the 11:00 am
Confessions will be canceled.
Also for the month of January 11:00 am
Confessions will be canceled

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

December 21, Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00 am

+ Paul Coleman from The Devane Family
10:00 am

+ Tom Devane from The Devane Family
12:00 Noon

+ Remy Oasan from The Sotelo Family

Dec. 22, Monday 8:00 am
+ For Our Parishioners from The Pastor

Dec. 23, Tuesday 8:00 am
+ Evelyn Sulenski from Family

Dec. 24 Wednesday Christmas Eve
8:00 am
+ Joseph Flanagan from Joan Flangan
4:00 pm
* Special Intentions for Barbara & Thomas
Felcetto from Christopher & Patricia Bandics

Dec. 25, Thursday Christmas Day
9:00 am
+ Thomas Lovas from Patricia Lovas
12:00 Noon
+ Helen & Louis Bertekap from Marcell, Bob
& Family

Dec. 26, Friday 8:00 am
+ Chester Truskowski from Family

Dec. 27, Saturday 8:00 am
+Richard DeRollo from Family

3:15 pm
+ Isabella Murtha from The Sheridan Family

Dec. 28, Sunday 8:00 am
+ Frank & Minnie Dellapietro from Joann &
Family
10:00 am
+ William Trobliger from Marcella & Family
12:00 Noon

+ Michele Puglise from Family




Ministry Schedule for
December 27/28

5:15p. m.
Eucharistic Ministers: Karen Senatore,

Barbara Sinko, Barbara Balog
Reader: Bill Herring
Altar Server: EmmaRose Felcetto

8:00 a.m. Mass
Eucharistic Ministers: Martin Verendia,
Alan Nygard, Kenneth Egan
Reader: James Carroll

10:00 a.m. Mass
Eucharistic Ministers: Marie Frey,
Mary Prumos, Benjamin Praval
Reader: Corinne Ambrosi
Altar Server: Ava Pridady

12:00 Noon
Eucharistic Ministers: Frank Heelan,
Kathy Kazar, Angela Chundak
Reader: James Padden
Altar Server: Sienna Santos

MARRIAGE TUNE UP
"A husband always prefers his wife's mother-in-law to
his own." (Anonymous) Think of one trait or talent
that your mother-in-law or father-in-law passed on to
your spouse for which you are grateful.

PARENTING TUNE-UP
As Christmas approaches help your children prepare
by urging them to choose at least one of their
possessions to give away to someone who needs it
more than they do.

Please pray for the Sick
Eunice McLaughlin, Raymond Miller,
Danielle Maglies, Anna Verrico, Rolando Rey,
Christine Mary Brown, Donna Ferrara, Lonie Ebarle,

Julia Forsythe, Joanne M., Maria Lavid, Teddy
Sabo, Lisa Sabo, Norma Nebus, Nancy Gaid, Joan
Trainor, Peter Rutkowski, Renata Wisnik, Bishop
Bootkoski, Raul Ramos, Veronica Roush, Suzanne
Pontes Sarisky, Kelly Lease, Maria Turek, Evelyn

Prince, Alex Deliso, John Herring, Marie Burke,

Bill Herring, Mercedes de Leon, Eve Morawski,
Andrew Southern, Danuta, Evelyn Codd, Shelly

Greene, Danuta, Debra Ambrosi, Michael L.
Wendy Snee

Please pray for the Dearly Departed
Marian Zelesnik, David Mirabella, Theodore Urlton,
Lucio J. Cerreta Jr., Cathleen Baptista, Wayne Borg,

Lois Wiuff, Robert Bertekap, Barbara Coyle,
Paciencia Aviso, Renee Soto, Maria Couto, Michael
O’Hara, Anthony Sclafani, Bart Miller, Hans
Hadman, Ralph Baez, Maria Lopes, Sandra Husko,
John Gonyo, Kevin Mitro, Jacqueline Collie, John
Warshany, Irene Newman, Fr. Daniel Sloan,
Barbara Felcetto, Arlene Herman, Joyce Trasky,

HOLD THE DATE
February 7, 2026

Viola Davitt, Agnes Smith, Anne Trepono,
Debbie Hernandez

?% VALENTINE’S DAY DANCE!

Free Line-Dancing practice on

December 20 & 27 from 3 - Spm.

In the Parish Hall. All are welcome

Christmas Mass Schedule
Christmas Eve Dec. 24, Mass 4:00pm
Christmas Day Dec. 25, Masses
9:00am and 12:00 noon

New Years Schedule
New Year Eve Dec. 31. Mass 4:00pm
New Years Day Jan. 1 Masses
9:00am & 12:00pm

Parish office will be closed
December 24 thru the 26, 2025
January 1st & 2nd, 2026.

STEWARDSHIP
December 7, 2025
Online Giving $ 3,921.00
Repairs & Maint. ~ $§ 1,246.00
Mail In $ 1,850.00
Weekly Offertory  $ 5,689.00
Immaculate Con.  $ 1, 554.00
Total $ 14,260.00

Stewardship of Treasure
Thank you for remembering your parish with your
continued financial support; it is essential and much
appreciated by our parish community.
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CHRISTMAS QUESTIONS ANSWERED :
: 1) Is Christmas the greatest feast celebrated in the Church? The answer is no. Easter is feast:
:No. 1, Pentecost No. 2 and Christmas is No. 3. The Roman Church started its celebration only after :
: Christianity was recognized as the state religzion.
2) Was Jesus born on December 25™? The answer is no. December 25th was fixed by Pope :
:Julius in A.D. 353 as a part of baptizing or Christianizing pagan feasts so that the converted pagans:
: might celebrate the birthday of Jesus on Dec 25" instead of celebrating the birthday the Sun-god during
:winter solstice and the converted Roman soldiers might celebrate Christmas instead the birthday of :
: Mitra, the Roman god-of-virility. It was Emperor Julianus who declared Christmas as a national holiday :
:in the 6™ century. :
: 3) Was there always a créche or Nativity scene? The answer is no. It was St. Francis of Assisi§
§who first introduced the manger or Christmas crib in 1223. He seems to have set up a manger with hay :
:and two live animals an ox and an ass in a cave in the Italian village of Grecio. He then invited the :
:villagers to come gaze upon the scene while he preached about “the babe of Bethlehem.” It had such:
:an appeal that it became very popular. :
4) Where did the name Christmas originate? In medieval times the celebration of Christmas took
: the form of a special Mass celebrated at midnight on the eve of Christ's birth. Since this was the only
§time in the Catholic Church year when a Midnight Mass was allowed, it soon became known in Middle
: English as Christes Masse (Christ's Mass), from which is derived Christmas.
POLISH OPLATKI
Back by popular demand, our parish will be offering the Polish “Oplatek” Christmas wafer, used for
the breaking and sharing of unleavened blessed wafers at the Christmas Eve Dinner. This custom has
gained popularity in non-Polish households as well. The Oplatek wafers are four to an
I o™ F envelope at $5 each or 2 for $8. They are available at the Parish Office, Monday ~ Friday,
10 AM -3 PM. An explanation of this pious custom is printed on the envelope packet.

Ly Wesotych Swigpt!
Bread & Wine Candle {
% In memory of Raffaela Pinella In Memory of Stan Sobon
From Louise & Family From Barbara
-, SMILE WITH YOUR FAMILY =

X =3

The Santa Claus at the shopping mall was very surprised when Emily, a young lady aged about 20 years old walked up and
sat on his lap. Now, we all know that Santa doesn't usually take requests from adults, but she smiled very nicely at him, so he
asked her, 'What do you want for Christmas?' 'Something for my mother, please,' replied Emily sweetly. 'Something for your
mother? Well, that's very loving and thoughtful of you,' smiled Santa. "What do would you like me to bring her?' Without
turning a hair Emily answered quickly, 'A son-in-law.' —

=

"How many people attend your church?" one pastor asked another. "Sixty regular, and about three hundred C and E."
"What's C and E?" the first asked. Came the quick answer: "Christmas and Easter. We call them Poinsettias and Easter Lilies."

-
e

Like father, like son: One evening, a week before Christmas, I arrived home from work to find the lights out. So we had our
dinner with candles lit. I joked, “Hey, didn’t we pay our electricity bill?” A few days later, during the Christmas Eve candlelit
procession, the church was packed and silent when my son asked, “Hey, Dad, did they not pay their bill, too?”

-

One Christmas my husband put an assortment of beauty products in my stocking. I tried one of the facial masks, and

was about to wash it off when my eight-year-old son, walked in. I explained to him that it was a present from his dad and it
would make me beautiful. He patiently waited by my side as I rinsed and patted my face dry. “Well, what do you think?”’ I
asked. “Oh, Mom, it didn’t work!”

Why do reindeer wear bells? Because their horns don’t work! -
Which of Santa’s reindeer has bad manners? Rude-olph! Aa
What do snowmen eat for breakfast? Frosted flakes!




Christmas at the stable
And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart. Luke 2: 1-20

Look inside the stable: There you’ll see the spouse holding her beloved’s hand as he slips into
eternity. She whispers a prayer, grateful for their fifty-five years together time that now seems like a brief
moment. Christ sits with them this night. Tonight, come to the stable where a tired, exhausted mom, raising her
daughter alone, rocks her little girl to sleep. It's been a hard year, filled with a lot of sacrifice, a lot of pain and a
lot of love. But she made their small apartment a home where both mother and daughter each in her own way
took care of each other. A simple dinner, a new doll, a handmade scarf, a small tree and Christ is born.

This night, they’re huddled together in what'’s left of their home, destroyed by God only knows how many
shelling's since the war began in February. The remnant of a candle lights the room; a small icon of the Virgin
and Child sits in the center of their table. Their Christmas dinner is the contents of tins they have managed to
save and bags of food given out at a food station. They survived the horrors — the best Christmas gift they
could ask for. A glimmer of God’s peace, if only a moment, illuminates their stable in Ukraine.

Tonight, make your way to the stable — the place where God’s love and compassion becomes
human. The stable where Christ is born is often where we least expect to find it. And sometimes, if we look
hard enough, we’ll discover the stable in our own Bethlehem.

On this most holy night, God enters human history in a stable in a village the world doesn’t notice. In a
humble stable, the love of God becomes human; from that stable, the light of that love illuminates every stable
where God’s compassion and forgiveness and justice dwells. May this day be the beginning of Christmas in
every season in our stables; may God be born again and again within our homes and hearths.
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3 “You’ll know tonight.” :
: It was a few days before Christmas. A woman woke up one morning and told her husband, “I just dreamed that you gave :
: me a pearl necklace for Christmas. What do you think this dream means?” “Oh,” her husband replied, “you’ll know the @
: day after tomorrow.” The next morning, she turned to her husband again and said she had the same dream, and received

: the same reply. On the third morning, the woman woke up and smiled at her husband, “I just dreamed again that you

: gave me a pearl necklace for Christmas. What do you think this dream means?”” And he smiled back, “You’ll know

: tonight.” That evening, the man came home with a small package and presented it to his wife. She was delighted. She

: opened it gently. And when she did, she found—a book! And the book’s title was The Meaning of Dreams.

§T0day’s Gospel tells us how Joseph had a dream and how he reacted to it. This is the first of three occasions on :
: which an angel appears to Joseph in a dream. In each instance, the angel calls Joseph to action and Joseph obeys. :
: Joseph doesn’t have a speaking part. In this first instance, the angel commands Joseph to take Mary as his wife. :
: In Mt 2:13, the angel will tell Joseph to take the mother and child to Egypt to escape Herod’s wrath. In Mt 2:19,:
: the angel will, at the death of Herod, tell Joseph to return to Israel. The angel begins by saying, “Joseph, son of :
: David,” alerting us to Joseph’s lineage. It is through Joseph that Jesus will be of the house and lineage of David. :
: Mary’s role is to bear a son, and Joseph’s role is to name him. By naming him, Joseph makes Jesus his son and :
: brings him into the house of David. After each of the three angelic apparitions in his dreams, Joseph obeys the :
:angel’s commands without question or pause. His hallmark is obedience—prompt, simple, and unspectacular :
:obedience. And in this sense, Joseph prefigures the Gospel of Matthew’s understanding of righteousness: to be :
: righteous is simply to obey the Word of God. Joseph’s obedience allows Jesus to be adopted as a true Son of :
: David; it is Mary’s role that allows Jesus to be born Son of God. In the end, Joseph obediently took Mary as his :
: wife, in spite of his fears, and he claimed her Son as his own by naming him. In spite of his earlier decision to :
divorce this woman quietly, Joseph nurtured, protected, watched over and loved both Mary and her Child.

The forgotten Saint!
A pastor tells the story of a worried mother who phoned the Church office on the afternoon before the annual Christmas
program to say that her small son, who was to play the role of Joseph in the Christmas Pageant, had a cold and had
gone to bed on doctor’s orders. “It’s too late now to get another Joseph,” the director of the play said. “We’ll just have
to write him out of the script.” And they did! Joseph just disappeared! And only a few of those who watched that
night actually realized that Joseph was missing. Joseph is often forgotten.
But today’s Gospel is centered on Joseph. While Mary is featured prominently in Luke’s account of Jesus’
birth, Matthew brings Joseph to the forefront, because Jesus becomes part of David’s lineage through Joseph
(1:1-17). Luke tells us of Mary’s obedience (Luke 1:38) and Matthew of Joseph’s obedience. Luke tells the story
of the angel’s appearance to Mary (Luke 1:26-38), but Matthew tells us only that the child was from the Holy
Spirit. But why does the Church couple Ahaz with Joseph in today’s readings? Because of the stark contrast
between the two men, each faced with a difficult situation. One of them, Ahaz, relied on his own wits and
schemes. Joseph relied on God alone and trusted in Him absolutely. One of them sacrificed his own son to
appease others and showed no mercy. The other spent his life in protecting his foster-son. And so we see
Joseph, in sharp contrast to Ahaz in the background, as the just and righteous man that he is.



: s THANKYOUTOALLOUR | &4 THE DIOCESE OF
& Liquors POLICE OFFICERS | ¥ Catholic Cemeteries

Foly Cuross Cemetery  Reswuiection
1066 Amboy AVQ., Edison WHO KEEP OUR 840 Cranbury-South River Rd., Jamesburg Hoes Lane & Park Ave., Piscataway
(732 ) 225 55 70 COMMUNITIES SAFE! Featuring Mary Sorrowful Mother Mausoleum « Crematorium On Site  Grand Opening of the Mausoleum of the Holy Spirit

o e DIOMETUCHEN.ORG/CEMETERIES
ts of t i i
God, in His Goodness, empAmERts OTEEREKTAMY 1 For Your Peace of Mind & Information: 800-943-8400
Sent Us Grapes Dan McKenzie

To Cheer Both Great & Small.
Little Fools Will Drink Too Much, Liseionl L gLl et ROOFING * CHIMNEYS * GUTTERS

Great Fools Not At All! ARTECH service, inc. MASONRY « SIDEWALKS & STEPS
air conditioning & heating

DELI WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 We Find & Fix Leaks!

www.AirtecServiceinc.com -
LOCAL DELIVERY 10% OFF withis AD You?'ﬁgeoelirdeo ’A
SPECIAL ORDERS ;773322335%212833 (.1 YORK ] 4
EXPERT CHIMNEY
NEVER MISS OUR BULLETIN! (ISt

Family Owned/Operated - Lic.#13VH11097900
Bonded & Insured — 20 Years

Sernuing AU of New Jerncey
S U B S C R I B E 732-520-9554 | www.expertchimneyroofing.com

Place Your Ad Here and

Have our bulletin Support our Parish!

; Instantly create and
emailed to you purchase an ad with

every week.

MDMedAlert!™ A 005 |

«” Ambulance ¢ Police ¢ Family $1 Imo.
v GPS & Fall Alert -

Visit www.parishesonline.com [~ S LR

4 md-medalert.com A0

132-417-4444

- & PLUMBING ¢ HEATING & COOLING _ Frec Estimate
ADVERTISERS! ' ® oK Since 1983 NJ Pimbg Lic. 8411

SUPPORT OUR

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com Our Lady of Peace, Edison, NJ 04-0366




732-826-0358 | Flynnfuneral.com

KENNETH VERCAMMEN

Ann Silvestri
MSW, LCSW
Quality Counseling Services
for Depression & Anxiety

MEDICARE AND OTHER
INSURANCES ACCEPTED

973-462-2840

ATTORNEY AT LAW
Wills & Probate

2053 Woodbridge Ave.
Edison, NJ 08817

732-572-0500

www.njlaws.com

Fox & Foxw
REALTY

A Traditional Full Service Brokerage

A Family Tradition of Caring Since 1900

Flynn and son/Mitruska Funeral Home
23 Ford Ave. * Edison-Fords, NJ 08863
Brendan J. Flynn Jr., Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 4105

Flynn and son Funeral Home
424 East Ave. * Perth-Amboy, NJ 08861
James J. Flynn IV, Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 4152

Flynn and son/Koyen Funeral Home
319 Amboy Ave. * Metuchen, NJ 08840
Brendan J. Flynn, Jr., Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 4105

Qs AR-EX

SHEVCHENKO
@ Pharmacy

MONUMENTS

~Youm 'nf-h_l TH REOLRES PERSONAL ATTENTION -
Anil Datwani, Pharm. D
370 New Brunswick Avenue

4th Generation Craftsmen

Factory Showroom
329 Florida Grove Road

Hopelawn
(732) 442-1286
shevcomonuments.com

Fords,NJ 08863
732-738-1086

The UPS Store ©

Gloria DeMarzo
Realtor-Associate

. Office: 732.499.0030 ext. 217

A Direct: 908.419.0340

Gloria@HallmarkRealtors.com

Authorized
Provider

SafeStreets

ADT

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Jay Schwartz

jschwartz@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x6801

Providing client focused service and vast experience. I_Ia ark
Your neighbors. Your realtors. 732-486-3444 REALTORS 112 Westfield Ave, Clark NJ 07066
# Fox and Foxx Realty @ @foxandfoxxrealty 940 Amboy Ave, Suite 102 « Edison, NJ a - www.HallmarkRealtors.com
ADT-Monitored Home Security
Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust Dr' Joseph Seeman) Sr’
SEEMAN FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC
® Burglary ® Flood Detection 515 New Brunswick Ave., Fords, N) 08863
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide 732-738-0030 / Fax 732-738-4040
iy ! | Dr. Seeman, Sr. has been a devoted parishioner of Our Lady of
S E E M A N Peace for 60 years, has been part of OLP from Baptism, Eucharist,
8 3 3 2 8 7 3 5 0 2 Confirmation, Reconciliation and Marriage, and has served the

FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC communityfor'ijears‘

MICHELLE RIZZO ALLISON RIZZO
BROKER BROKER/OWNER
ASSOCIATE/OWNER LIC #486033
CELL: 908-501-2651

michellerizzo@remax.net

OFFICE: 732-549-9500

MARC RIZZO
BROKER/OWNER
CELL: 732-259-1729

marcrizzo@remax.net

WELCOME HOME

n HOTTO CELL: 732-266-5184

1199 AMBOY AVENUE, EDISON

allison.rizzo@mottomortgage.com

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION
NEED A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital
newsletters to reach

ow e OUR cOMMY
am NEWSLETTE
-~ 2 .

your community.
=] "quI
Elt:'éﬁ

Scan to
contact us!

Visit Ipicommunities.com

Our Lady of Peace, Edison, NJ 04-0366



