OUR LADY OF PEACE CHURCH
December 14, 2025 3rd Sunday in Advent

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday: 11:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M.
4:00 P.M. to 4:45 P.M.

CHRISTMASS AND NEW YEAR’S
MASS SCHEDULE
SEE PAGE 2

HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE
MASS
Saturday: 5:15 P.M.
Sunday: 8:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M. 12:00 P.M.

Weekday Mass

Monday - Saturday

8:00 A.M.

Last Tuesday of the

Month 7:00 P.M.

GPS: 620 Amboy Ave,
Edison, NJ 08837
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 69,
Fords, NJ 08863
Email us: mail@olpfords.org
Visit us at: www.olpfords.org
Parish Office: 26 Maple Ave.
Edison, NJ 08837
Hours: Monday through Friday
9:00am - 4:00pm
Phone: 732-738-7940




FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK ...

Dear OLP Family,

Just ten days more! It’s the season to be jolly! Christmas and New Year season is an exciting time but it can
also be a time of frenzy. Is it going to be a wonderful time filled with fun, peace, joy, laughter, optimism,
fellowship, family, friends, good food, giving, winter activities, cozy evenings, and fond memories? Or is it
going to be a miserable time for stress, anxiety, sadness, frustration, hurry, loneliness, disappointment,
overworking, overeating, over drinking, and overspending? The choice is ours. Of course we will all choose
the first option. But what do we need to do for achieving that wonderful time? There are so many ideas but
let me focus on just three:

1) Get enough sleep. It may sound too obvious, and even simplistic, but the fact is that too many of us
get too little sleep. God gave us the night to rest and sleep. Science tells us that when we get a good sleep,
the body does its best repair work. We feel fully refreshed. Research has shown that those who sleep less
than six hours have their cortisol levels rise. That means a higher stress level for the body, throwing our
physical, psychological, and emotional health off balance. Keep the balance with enough sleep.

2) Live in the present moment. People generally live in the past (with guilt, regret, resentment etc.) or in
the future (planning, worrying, imagining, etc.). In the process what they are doing is destroying the joy of
living in the present moment. This is not any new age philosophy but straight from the gospels. For lack of
space, let me give just two examples from what Jesus taught: One: “Give us this day our daily bread.” Why
did Jesus include that in that most important and only prayer he taught us? Once | have the food for this
day (not only the physical food, but also other human needs like shelter, clothing, friendship, acceptance
etc.), | can be happy for today, even though there are other problems and challenges that | may have to
face tomorrow. Two: Every one of the beatitudes are given in the present tense (Blessed are the poor,
Blessed are those who mourn, etc.). That means the blessedness God is offering is not a future promise
but a present reality. So focus on the present moment.

3) Take inspiration from Bible: Selections that the church proposes for our reflection each Sunday will
have some insights that will help us. For example, in today’s 2" Reading, St. James has a very practical
advice for us: “Be patient, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the
precious fruit of the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You too must be
patient.” (James 5:7-8). Precious advice we all need to practice.

4) Ponder the Christmas mystery with carols: What is the mystery? God so loved the world that he sent
his only begotten son to us in the most vulnerable human form possible - a helpless baby. Ponder this
mystery. A very practical and easy way to do this is by listening to the words of your favorite Christmas songs
—athome, in the car, etc.

Try doing these four ideas, and you will be amazed how easily you get into the spirit of the season. You will
be happily surprised that you are not only enjoying every moment of this season but also that you are
spreading the same feeling to others.

Your brother in Christ,
Fr. Abraham Orapankal



WEEKLY SCHEDULE

SUNDAY ~ 14
9am-12pm Holy Name Mtg ~ Regina Caeli Rm
9:30am Holy Name to pray the Rosary ~ Church

MONDAY ~ Dec. 15
8:30 am Novena ~ Church

TUESDAY ~ Dec. 16
7:00 pm Blue Army Devotions ~ Church

WEDNESDAY ~ Dec. 17
4:30 - 5:45 pm Rel. Ed. Grades 1-4 ~ Parish Center
7:00 - 8:15pm Rel. Ed. 5-7, Individual Instructions -
Parish Center
8:00pm KOC Social Mtg. ~ Parish Hall

THURSDAY ~ Dec. 18
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal ~ Church

FRIDAY Dec.19
No Activities

SATURDAY ~ Dec. 20
11:00 am Confession ~ Church
4:00 pm Confession ~ Church

SUNDAY ~ Dec. 21
1:00pm Decorate the Church

MARRIAGE TUNE-UP
"Be patient, brothers and sisters...Do not complain
about one another." (James 5: 7-9). Preparation for
Christmas can strain even the best relationships. Be
gentle and patient with each other as you do the
many tasks to prepare for Christmas.

PARENTING TUNE-UP

The purpose of Advent is not shopping but to learn
to wait. Teaching your child to delay gratification is
an important life skill. Perhaps this W.A.LT.
acronym could help:
W - Waiting gives us time to make a good

decision or to buy the right thing.
A - Anticipation can enhance appreciation.
I - Instant gratification is often fleeting.
T - Take stock of your blessings.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Christmas & New Year’s Mass Schedule
Christmas Eve Dec. 24, 4:00pm
Christmas Day Dec. 25, 9:00am and
12:00 noon
Dec. 31, 4:00pm
Jan. 1, 9:00am and 12:00 noon

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

December 14, Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 am
+Victoria & Harry Wendt from
The Wendt Family
10:00 am
+ Holy Name
12:00 Noon
+ Georgette Claffy from Family

December 15, Monday Advent Weekday
8:00 am
+ Robert & Mary Pincus from Paula Pincus

December 16, Tuesday Advent Weekday
8:00 am

+ Anna Gonzalez from Jenny, Mario &
Family

December 17, Wednesday Advent Weekday
8:00 am
+ Jessica R. Strucich from Joe Strucich

December 18, Thursday Advent Weekday
8:00 am

+ For our Parishioners from the Pastor

December 19, Friday Advent Weekday
8:00 am

+ Richard Stanowski from Paula Stanowski
Pincus

December 20, Saturday Advent Weekday
8:00 am

+ Eugene & Helen Gaid from Nancy Gaid

3:15 pm
+ William Trobliger from Joyce & Bill

December 21, Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 am
+ Paul Coleman from The Devane Family
10:00 am
+ Tom Devane from The Devane Family
12:00 Noon

+ Remy Oasan from The Sotelo Family




HERE AT Our Lady of
Peace: GIVE A BIRTHDAY GIFT
TO THE INFANT JESUS ( Help
clothe a baby)

Gifts of UNUSED baby clothing, bedding,
diapers (infant-12mo.) and toiletries (baby
wipes, soap, oil, shampoo, lotions, etc.)
may be placed in or adjacent to the
bassinet in the middle of the church from
the First Sunday of Advent, November 29
to December 14th.
If preferred, financial donations by check,
payable to OLP SOCIAL CONCERNS CHILD
SHOWER may be placed in the collection
basket at the weekend Masses. Your gifts
will be given to various organizations.
Please do not wrap gifts.

Volunteers are needed
to help decorate the
Church for Christmas.
Sunday, December 21
at 1:00pm

POLISH OPLATKI

Back by popular demand, our parish will be
offering the Polish “Oplatek” Christmas wafer,
used for the breaking and sharing of
unleavened blessed wafers at the Christmas
Eve Dinner.

This custom has gained popularity in non-
Polish households as well.

The Oplatek wafers are four to an envelope at

$5 each or 2 for $8.
They are available at the Parish Office,
Monday ~ Friday,
10 AM -3 PM.
An explanation of this pious
custom is printed on the envelope
packet.

Wesotych Swigt!

[

Please pray for the Sick
Eunice McLaughlin, Raymond Miller,

Danielle Maglies, Anna Verrico, Rolando Rey,

Christine Mary Brown, Donna Ferrara, Lonie
Ebarle, Julia Forsythe, Joanne M., Maria
Lavid, Teddy Sabo, Lisa Sabo, Norma Nebus,
Nancy Gaid, Joan Trainor, Peter Rutkowski,
Renata Wisnik, Bishop Bootkoski, Raul Ramos,
Veronica Roush, Suzanne Pontes Sarisky, Kelly
Lease, Maria Turek, Evelyn Prince, Alex Deliso,
John Herring, Marie Burke, Bill Herring,
Mercedes de Leon, Eve Morawski,
Andrew Southern, Evelyn Codd,
Shelly Greene, Danuta,
Debra Ambrosi, Michael L.

Please pray for the Dearly Departed
David Mirabella, Theodore Urlton, Lucio J.
Cerreta Jr., Cathleen Baptista, Wayne Borg, Lois
Wiuff, Robert Bertekap, Barbara Coyle,
Paciencia Aviso, Renee Soto, Maria Couto,
Michael O’Hara, Anthony Sclafani, Bart
Miller, Hans Hadman, Ralph Baez, Maria Lopes,
Sandra Husko, John Gonyo, Kevin Mitro,
Jacqueline Collie, John Warshany, Irene
Newman, Fr. Daniel Sloan, Barbara Felcetto,
Arlene Herman, Joyce Trasky,
Viola Davitt, Agnes Smith, Anne Trepono

Ministry Schedule for
December 20/21

5:15 p. m.

Eucharistic Ministers: Karen Senatore,
Barbara Sinko
Reader: Gloria DeMarzo
Altar Server: Delgado Family

8:00 a.m. Mass
Eucharistic Ministers: Martin Verendia,
Alan Nygard, Tom Bednar
Reader: James Carroll

10:00 a.m. Mass
Eucharistic Ministers: Marie Frey,
Maryann Shingola
Reader: Alyssa Dantes
Altar Server: Brienne Szylar

12:00 Noon

Angela Chundak
Reader: Thomas Deignan
Altar Server: Ashley Alfaro

Eucharistic Ministers: Frank Heelan, Kathy Kazar,



Unfinished Play

Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-184) was an American novelist and short story writer. When he died in 1864 he had
on his desk the outline of a play he never got a chance to finish. The play centered around a person who never
appeared on stage. Everyone talked about him. Everyone dreamed about him. Everyone waited for his arrival.
But he never came. All kinds of minor characters described him. They told everybody what he would do. But
the main character never appeared. The Old Testament is something like Nathaniel Hawthorne’s play. It too
ended without the main character’s putting in an appearance. Everyone talked about the Messiah, everyone
awaited his arrival. But he never came in the Old Testament period. In today’s reading, we hear Isaiah
describing what the Messiah would do by bringing salvation to all mankind.

Today’s Gospel tells us that when the real Messiah came, even the last prophet and the Messiah’s herald,
John the Baptist, could not believe that he was the expected Messiah.
The Jews in general expected a political Messiah who would reestablish the Davidic kingdom after
overthrowing the Roman government. Hence, most of them were scandalized by Jesus’ peaceful preaching
and shameful death. The disciples of John the Baptist continued to insist that John was indeed the Messiah,
and they awaited his return, causing problems to early Christians. Hence, all four Evangelists highlighted
John’s important role as the Messiah’s herald but emphasized that John’s was a secondary and subordinate
role in salvation history. Matthew, in the second part of today’s Gospel, presents Jesus, the true Messiah, as
paying the highest compliments to John the Baptist as his herald and the last of the prophets, and to the
courage with which John proclaimed his prophetic convictions.

HOLD THE DATE Due to early publication of the
FEBRYARY 7, 2026 F F
VALENTINE’S DAY DANCE! bulletin, the Church Collection
Free Ii)ine-zI())aglzczil;gf prac;iceson and Online Giving collection
et data will be posted in
All are welcome from next week bulletin.
“JOY TO THE WORLD!”

Consider the story of one young man. He was often sick as a baby. He was always small, puny
some would say. As a youth he was always frail and delicate. He was not able to play sports with
the other boys his age. Eventually he entered the ministry. But his health was so fragile, he was
unable to serve his growing congregation. Amazingly, he did not dwell on his troubles. In fact, his
spirit soared. His only real complaint was the poor quality of the hymns of his day. He felt they did
not convey hope and joy. Someone challenged him to write better ones. He did. He wrote over 600
hymns, most of them hymns of praise. When his health collapsed completely in 1748, he left one of
the most remarkable collections of hymns the world has ever known. His name was Isaac Watts. In
a few weeks we will be singing one of his most famous hymns, "Joy to the World!" Isaac Watts
discovered joy in his life because he knew that God would never desert him. He was able to live his
life with all sorts of health problems, feeling close to God and Jesus. He had joy deep in his heart.

In medieval times, this day—the Third Sunday of Advent—was called Gaudete Sunday, as
an equivalent to Laetare Sunday during Lent. As we pray today, we also rejoice that the Lord
does not fail to show his power and might. We rejoice at the thought that Jesus is going to be
reborn in our lives, deepening in us His gifts of love, mercy, forgiveness and the spirit of humble
and sacrificial service during this Christmas season. During this season, let us joyfully share
God’s bountiful grace, forgiveness, and mercy with others. What Jesus commanded John’s
disciples, he commands us as well: Go and tell others what you hear and see.




% SMILE WITH YOUR FAMILY

I got myself a Microsoft advent calendar, but I'm worried that once I've opened 3 or 4 windows I won't be able

to open any more. @

According to my chocolate advent calendar...there are only 3 days to Christmas. I need a new one soon!

After a particularly strong sermon on tithing, Pastor Johnson was surprised to see Henry Lund, an old bachelor
farmer, waiting for him after worship. “Pastor,” said Henry, “I know I’ve not given as much to God as I
should have, but I’ve decided to tithe this year.” “God be praised” said Pastor Johnson. “May I ask what /=
changed your heart, Henry?” “Well, your sermon got me to thinking that with the price of everything —
rising so much, I’d better commit to 10% before God raises the cost to 15%.”

A man who thought he was John the Baptist was disturbing the neighborhood, so for public safety, he was
committed to a mental facility. He was put in a room with another crazy one. The new inmate immediately
began his routine, "I am John the Baptist! Jesus Christ sent me! Jesus Christ sent me!" The other guy looked

at him and declared, "No, I did not!"

S

Flowers for the
+#. %  week & Candle
Dec. 13-20, 2025
In Memory of
Anne Toth
From
Judy, Janet, Linda

Parochial Ministry
Rev. Abraham Orapankal, Ph.D.

Rev. Sebastian Kaithackal C.M.1., (In Res.)
Deacon John A. Raychel

Parish Services
Rev. John J. Zec, Ph.D., Music Director
Candida Gonzalez, Coordinator of Religious Ed
Lourdes Hnath, Organist

Parish Staff
Walter Springer, Business Administrator
Norma Izzo, Bookkeeping Assistant
Dawn Aube, Parish/Religious Education Secretary

Trustees
Joan C. Deyak
Robert Butvilla

Encouraging others with facial paralysis!

The Reader’s Digest once reported the story of an
attractive and successful business woman who
noticed a small lump behind her ear as she was
brushing her hair one morning. As the days went
on, she noticed that the lump was getting larger.
So she decided to see her doctor. Her worst fears
were confirmed. The doctor told her that the
lump was a large tumor that would require
immediate surgery. When she awoke following
the surgery, she found her entire head wrapped
like that of a mummy. She could see herself in a
mirror only through two tiny holes cut into the
wrapping.

When the bandages were removed after a week
she was shocked to see that her once

attractive features had become disfigured by a
facial paralysis caused perhaps by damage to
facial nerves during the removal of the

tumor. Standing before the mirror, she told
herself that she had to make a choice whether to
laugh or to cry. She decided to laugh. Although
the various therapies tried were unsuccessful

in alleviating the facial paralysis, the decision to
laugh in the face of adversity allowed this woman
to carry on with her life with joy, giving
encouragement to those with similar paralysis.

Today’s Gospel tells us how Jesus encouraged
the imprisoned John the Baptist by dispelling his
doubts about the role of the Messiah and
making him strong enough to face martyrdom.
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A Family Tradition of Caring Since 1900

732-826-0358 | Flynnfuneral.com

Ann Silvestri
MSW, LCSW
Quality Counseling Services
for Depression & Anxiety

MEDICARE AND OTHER
INSURANCES ACCEPTED

973-462-2840

A Traditional Full
Providing client focused ser

f Fox and Foxx Realty [B @foxandfoxxrealty

REALTY

Your neighbors. Your realtors.

KENNETH VERCAMMEN

ATTORNEY AT LAW
Wills & Probate

2053 Woodbridge Ave.
Edison, NJ 08817

732-572-0500

www.njlaws.com

o

ervice Brokerage

vice and vast experience.
732-486-3444
940 Amboy Ave, Suite 102 « Edison, NJ

Flynn and son/Mitruska Funeral Home
23 Ford Ave. * Edison-Fords, NJ 08863
Brendan J. Flynn Jr., Mgr., NJ Lic. No.

Flynn and son Funeral Home
424 East Ave. * Perth-Amboy, NJ 08861

4105

James J. Flynn IV, Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 4152

Flynn and son/Koyen Funeral Home
319 Amboy Ave. * Metuchen, NJ 08840

Brendan J. Flynn, Jr., Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 4105
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SHEVCHENKO

MONUMENTS

4th Generation Craftsmen

Factory Showroom
329 Florida Grove Road
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Gloria DeMarzo
Realtor-Associate
Office: 732.499.0030 ext. 217
Direct: 908.419.0340
Gloria@HallmarkRealtors.com
112 Westfield Ave, Clark NJ 07066
www.HallmarkRealtors.com

ADT-Monitored Home Security

® Burglary

Authorized
Provider

ADT SafeStreets

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

833-287-3502
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Our Parish!

CT ME

Nichol Stanley

nstanley@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x9422

Dr. Joseph Seeman, Sr.

SEEMAN FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC
515 New Brunswick Ave., Fords, N) 08863
732-738-0030 / Fax 732-738-4040

Dr. Seeman, Sr. has been a devoted parishioner of Our Lady of
Peace for 60 years, has been part of OLP from Baptism, Eucharist,
Confirmation, Reconciliation and Marriage, and has served the
community for 35 years.

SEEMAN

FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC

MARC RIZZO
BROKER/OWNER
CELL: 732-259-1729

marcrizzo@remax.net

WELCOME HOME

mMorTo

1199 AMBOY AVENUE, EDISON
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MICHELLE RIZZO ALLISON RIZZO

BROKER
ASSOCIATE/OWNER
CELL: 908-501-2651

michellerizzo@remax.net

BROKER/OWNER
LIC #486033
CELL: 732-266-5184

OFFICE: 732-549-9500

allison.rizzo@mottomortgage.com
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Our Lady of Peace, Edison, NJ
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