OUR LADY OF PEACE CHURCH
December 7, 2025
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

Saturday: 11:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M.
4:00 P.M. to 4:45 P.M.

. Second Sunday

o

HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE
MASS
Saturday: 5:15 P.M.
Sunday: 8:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M. 12:00 P.M.

Weekday Mass

Monday - Saturday

8:00 A.M.

Last Tuesday of the

Month 7:00 P.M.

GPS: 620 Amboy Ave,
Edison, NJ 08837
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 69,
Fords, NJ 08863
Email us: mail@olpfords.org
Visit us at: www.olpfords.org
Parish Office: 26 Maple Ave.
Edison, NJ 08837
Hours: Monday through Friday
9:00am - 4:00pm
Phone: 732-738-7940




FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK ...

Dear OLP Family,

The Advent season is a time of preparation. “A voice is calling, ‘Clear the way for the Lord in the
wilderness; make smooth in the desert a highway for our God.’”” (Isaiah 40:3). We keep hearing this call
from John the Baptist too, the immediate forerunner of the Messiah.

Amid the many ways Catholics get ready to celebrate the birth of Jesus - festive potlucks, Misa de Gallo,
caroling, gift-giving, entertaining family and friends - the Sacrament of Reconciliation is often
overlooked. Yet a good Confession can be one of the best ways to enter into the joy of the nativity with a
clean heart, light and love. This Sacrament figuratively wipes the slate clean in any liturgical season, but
Advent provides a poignant time to experience the joy of reconciling with God and with others. Hence
Confession during Advent is very beneficial because it spiritually prepares a person for Christmas
by helping them to repent, receive God's forgiveness, and make room for Christ's grace in their life.
It is a way to "clean house" spiritually, similar to preparing a physical home for a holiday, allowing for
healing, grace, and a more profound experience of Christmas joy.

As announced last weekend, I invite all of us to consider making a good Confession (Sacrament of
Reconciliation) to prepare for Christmas. Besides the two Confession times we have every Saturday
(11AM - 12 Noon and 4PM — 4:45PM), priests will be available for Confessions this Wednesday,
December 10, from 7 PM to 8:15 PM. Kindly use these opportunities to cleanse your soul to be a fitting
dwelling or Baby Jesus. Last-minute Advent confessions are as painful as last-minute Christmas
shopping

"

You may want to note the Christmas and New Year Mass schedules here at OLP:
Christmas:
December 24, Wednesday: 4 PM Christmas Eve Family Mass
December 25, Thursday : 9 AM & 12 Noon Christmas Day Masses

New Year: Feast of Mary Mother of God (Holy Day of Obligation):
December 31, Wednesday: 4 PM
January 1, 2026, Thursday: 9 AM & 12 Noon.

Knowing these will be very helpful to those who want a preview to plan ahead.

May this Advent help us to enter more fully into the spirit of what we are preparing for:
Jesus who is the reason for this season!

Your brother in Christ,
Fr. Abraham Orapankal

HERE AT Our Lady of Peace: GIVE A BIRTHDAY GIFT TO
THE INFANT JESUS ( Help clothe a baby)

Gifts of UNUSED baby clothing, bedding, diapers (infant-12mo.) and toiletries (baby wipes, soap,
oil, shampoo, lotions, etc.) may be placed in or adjacent to the bassinet in the middle of the church from the
First Sunday of Advent, November 29 to December 14th.
If preferred, financial donations by check, payable to OLP SOCIAL CONCERNS CHILD SHOWER may be placed in
the collection basket at the weekend Masses. Your gifts will be given to various organizations.
Please do not wrap gifts.




ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING ) , ¢

"
Thank you to the families who signed up !’g;

to light the Advent Candles during

Advent Sunday Masses. If you would like to
light the Candles, please go to our parish
website (www.olpfords.org) under bulletin/
events and sign up for a slot.

Please make sure you put your name, phone

number and email so we can confirm your slot.
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ADVENT CONFESSION
WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY
DECEMBER 10, 2025
7:00 TO 8:15PM
ALL ARE WELCOME

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

SUNDAY ~7
12:00 Noon Religious Ed. Family Mass - Church
1:30pm Altar Rosary Mtg. - Regina Caeli Room

MONDAY ~ Dec. 8
&:30 am Novena ~ Church

TUESDAY ~ Dec. 9
7:00 pm Blue Army Devotions ~ Church

WEDNESDAY ~ Dec. 10
4:30 - 5:45 pm Rel. Ed. Grades 1,2 ~ Parish Center
7:00 - 8:15pm Rel. Ed. Advent Confessions Grades

3-7 ~ Church
7:00 - 8:15pm Advent Confessions for Parishioners -
Church
7:00 - 8:15pm Rel. Ed. Individual Instructions - Parish
Center

8:00pm KOC Business Mtg. ~ Parish Hall

THURSDAY ~ Dec. 11
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal ~ Church
7:00pm Columbiettes Business Mtg. - Regina Caeli
Room

FRIDAY Dec.12
No Activities

SATURDAY ~ Dec. 13
11:00 am Confession ~ Church
4:00 pm Confession ~ Church

SUNDAY ~ Dec. 14
9:00am - 12:00pm Holy Name Mtg - Regina Caeli Rm
9:30am Holy Name to say the Rosary - Church

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

December 7, Second Sunday of Advent
8:00 am
+ Godzien Turek from Family
10:00 am
+ Altar Rosary
12:00 Noon

+ Mr. & Mrs. A. Eugene Jenkins from The
Ecobichon Family

December 8, Monday Advent Weekday
8:00 am
+ To our Blessed Mother from Virginia
12:10 pm
+Domenica DeBari from Family
7:00 pm
+Joseph & Ann Noga from Holland

December 9, Tuesday Advent Weekday
8:00 am
+ Teresa Felle from The Devane Family

December 10, Wednesday Advent Weekday

8:00 am
+For Our Parishioners from our Pastor

December 11, Thursday Advent Weekday

8:00 am
+ Isabell Voon from Jackline Mendoza

December 12, Friday Advent Weekday
8:00 am

+Gloria Torres from Cheryl Montross

December 13, Saturday Advent Weekday
8:00 am

+ Paciencia Aviso from The Aviso Family

3:15 pm
+ Carol Goggel from The Goggel Family

December 14, Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 am
+Victoria & Harry Went from
The Wendt Family
10:00 am
+ Holy Name
12:00 Noon
+ Georgette Claffy from Family




FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION
The Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception on December 8 is the
patronal feast of the United States
and a Holy Day of Obligation. This
feast honoring Mary, the Mother of
God, celebrates one of the most
important events in salvation
history. We will have three Masses
tomorrow: 8 am, 12:10 pm & 7:00 pm.
Please try to attend one of those.

Ministry Schedule for December 8, 2025
8:00 a.m. Mass
Eucharistic Ministers: Roseanne Brady, Barbara Sinko,
Barbara Balog

12:10 pm. Mass
Eucharistic Ministers: Joan Deyak, Barbara Balog,

Joan Dischler, Reader: Frank Heelan

7:00 pm Mass
Eucharistic Ministers: Kathy Kazary, Arlene & Augustus

Cezar
Reader: Gloria DeMarzo Altar Server: Alexis Nwinyi

STEWARDSHIP
November 23, 2025
Weekly Offertory  § 4,235.00

Online Giving $ 2,133.50
Works of Mercey $ 937.00
Thanksgiving $ 1,669.00
Mail In. $ 847.00
Total $9,821.50

November 30, 2025
Weekly Offertory  $ 6,266.00

Online Giving $ 2,656.50
Mail In $ 630.00
Total $9,552.50

Stewardship of Treasure
Thank you for remembering your parish
with your continued financial support; it is
essential and much appreciated by our
parish community.

Please pray for the Sick
Eunice McLaughlin, Raymond Miller,
Danielle Maglies, Anna Verrico, Rolando Rey,
Christine Mary Brown, Donna Ferrara, Lonie Ebarle,
Julia Forsythe, Joanne M., Maria Lavid, Teddy Sabo,
Lisa Sabo, Norma Nebus, Nancy Gaid, Joan Trainor,
Peter Rutkowski, Renata Wisnik, Bishop Bootkoski,
Raul Ramos, Veronica Roush, Suzanne Pontes Sarisky,
Kelly Lease, Maria Turek, Evelyn Prince, Alex Deliso,
John Herring, Marie Burke, Bill Herring, Mercedes de
Leon, Eve Morawski, Andrew Southern,
Evelyn Codd, Shelly Greene, Danuta,
Debra Ambrosi, Michael L.

Please pray for the Dearly Departed
Marian Zelesnik, David Mirabella, Theodore Urlton,
Lucio J. Cerreta Jr., Cathleen Baptista, Wayne Borg,
Lois Wiuff, Robert Bertekap, Barbara Coyle, Paciencia
Aviso, Renee Soto, Maria Couto, Michael O’Hara,
Anthony Sclafani, Bart Miller, Hans Hadman, Ralph
Baez, Maria Lopes, Sandra Husko, John Gonyo, Kevin
Mitro, Jacqueline Collie, John Warshany, Irene
Newman, Fr. Daniel Sloan, Barbara Felcetto,
Arlene Herman, Joyce Trasky, Viola Davitt,
Agnes Smith

Ministry Schedule for
December 13/14

5:15p. m.
Eucharistic Ministers: Joan Deyak, Julia Dischler
Reader: Bill Herring
Altar Server: EmmaRose Felcetto

8:00 a.m. Mass
Eucharistic Ministers: Arlene Verendia,
Kenneth Egan, Roseanne Brady
Reader: James Padden

10:00 a.m. Mass
Eucharistic Ministers: Marie Frey,
Benjamin Praval, Mary Prumos
Reader: Holy Name
Altar Server: Alex Gironda

12:00 Noon
Eucharistic Ministers: Frank Heelan, Kathy Kazar,
Angela Chundak
Reader: Frank Heelan
Altar Server: Sienna Santos

ONLINE GIVING
Another easy way to manage your church giving
is with Online Giving. You can manage your
giving or give a one-time gift.

Visit our church website www.olpfords.org and

click the ONLINE GIVING link and register with

our church. Your support during the year helps
sustain our church.




MARRIAGE TUNE-UP
Many parents put a small treat in their children's shoes the night before St. Nick's Day, December 6.
Did you put a treat in your spouse's shoe (a Hershey kiss, a love note, a coupon for a favor like a
backrub or a chore you'll relieve your spouse the next day)? Never too late!

PARENTING TUNE-UP
"Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you." (Romans 15:6) As we approach Christmas
many families will be planning family gatherings. What a joy it usually is to reunite with relatives.
But some families are separated by war, forced immigration, or ill will. Does your family have a black
sheep you need to make amends with? Speak to your children about reconciling with all.

Little Amal
“. .. every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” Matthew 3: 1-12
She has been pelted with stones in Greece, blessed by the pope at the Vatican, and danced with children from Paris
to New York. The center of such attention: a 12-foot-tall puppet. The puppet’s name is Little Amal. Amal depicts a
10-year-old Syrian refugee. She’s the creation of the renowned Handspring Puppet Company. Handspring created
Amal to highlight the plight of millions of displaced people, especially children, who have been forced to flee their
homes because of violence and persecution. Operated by four puppeteers, Little Amal began her walk across
Europe in the summer of 2021, shortly after the Taliban takeover in Afghanistan that spurred a migration crisis in
Europe. Since then, Amal has traveled to Turkey, Greece, Rome and France, as well as meeting with Ukrainian
refugees in Poland. This September, Amal spent 19 days touring New York, before going on to Germany, Belgium
and the United Kingdom.

Amal has been seen by more than one million people in 85 cities in 12 countries and has covered almost 6,000
miles. Wherever Amal appears, thousands of people, especially children, come to walk and dance and have their
pictures taken with her. Amal has also raised thousands of dollars for food, shelter, medical services and
educational opportunities for refugee children. A few places would not let Amal in their community, protesting the
presence of a “Muslim doll from Syria” (Amal’s religion has never been specified). At a few of her appearances,
people pelted Little Amal with eggs and fruit — and even stones. But for the most part, Amal is welcomed with
song and gifts for the most vulnerable among us. Her presence is an invitation to embrace the meaning her name
— “Amal” is Arabic for hope. [The New York Times, September 15 and 24, 2022; CNN, September 28, 2022.]

“Amal” and her creators are “John the Baptizers” in these days of war and violence against innocent
children; Amal reminds us of our responsibility to the displaced and marginalized. In our Advent care of
others, we “proclaim” (the Greek word for “prophet”) the presence of God in our midst in our simple and
ordinary acts of compassion, mercy and justice. This Advent calls us all to be to be signs of hope, revealing
God’s presence in the darkest times, enabling miracles of resurrection to take place here and now.

Accept divine forgiveness by true repentance
An attempt was made in 1985 by some fans of O. Henry, the short-story writer, to get a pardon
for their hero who had been convicted a century before of embezzling $784.08 from the bank
where he was employed. But a pardon cannot be given to a dead man. A pardon can only be
given to someone who can accept it. Back in 1830 George Wilson was convicted of robbing
the U.S. Mail and was sentenced to be hanged. President Andrew Jackson issued a pardon for
Wilson, but he refused to accept it. The matter went to Chief Justice Marshall who concluded
that Wilson would have to be executed. "A pardon is a slip of paper," wrote Marshall, "the
value of which is determined by the acceptance of the person to be pardoned. If it is refused, it
1s no pardon. Hence, George Wilson must be hanged." For some, the pardon comes too late.
For others, the pardon is not accepted. Today’s readings remind us that Advent is the
acceptable time for repentance and the acceptance of God’s pardon and renewal of life.




) SMILE WITH YOUR FAMILY <

A woman who is expecting her third child was heard telling the other two children that the baby is
kicking a lot. She further explained that when she had the first one, Micky, he didn’t kick too much.
Micky gently said to his mother, “That’s because I knew you were my mommy!” Out of the mouths of
our sweet babies!!

Molly and Peter had been married for 50 years, raised 12 kids and are blessed with 23 grandchildren.
When asked about their secret of staying together all these years, Molly replied: “Many years ago

we made a promise to each other: the first one to pack up and leave has to take all the kids!”

When the heating system broke down during one of the coldest weekends of the year, some witty soul
put a sign on the church door: “Many are cold, but few are frozen!”

The blame game: Adam blamed Eve; Eve blamed the snake; and the snake didn’t have a leg to stand
on.

“Hi Marge, how was your experience with the aerobic class for seniors?”” Marge replied: “I bent, >
twisted, gyrated, jumped up and down, and perspired for over an hour, but by the time I got my

new tights on, the class was over.” o

S

CHURCH CHRISTMAS
DECORATING
Volunteers are needed to

The Artist’s Reconciliation
Leonardo da Vinci painted the fresco (wall
painting), "The Last Supper," in Santa Maria delle
Grazie church in Milan in three years (1495-1498).
A very interesting story is associated with this w help decorate our Church
painting. At the time that Leonardo da Vinci painted for Christmas.

"The Last Supper," he had an enemy who was a : If you are available to help
! !

.w v-v-\

fellow-painter. Da Vinci had had a bitter argument

with this man and despised him. When Da Vinci please join us.

painted the face of Judas Iscariot at the table with Sunday ~ December 21, 2025
Jesus, he used the face of his enemy so that it would after the Noon Mass.

be present for ages as the man who betrayed Jesus. | Lo----co-rrocrcsacormcrsstos e s s
While painting this picture, he took delight in . POLISH “OPLATEK” 1
knowing that others would actually notice the face . I F ]

of his enemy on Judas. As he worked on the faces of I Back by popular demand, our parish

the other disciples, he often tried to paint the face of | - Will be offering the Polish “Oplatek” | | / I
—\ o

Jesus but couldn't make any progress. Da Vinci felt | ; Christmas wafer, used for the breaking
frustrated and confused. I and sharing of unleave:ned blessed .

In time, he realized what was wrong. His hatred ﬁla.fers T th(iIChrls.tmgs Eve lD mnner.
for the other painter was holding him back from B @B IS TS 00 PR gD

- . non-Polish households as well.
finishing the face of Jesus. Only after making The Oplatek wafers are four to an envelope

peace with his fellow-painter and repainting the | : at $5 each or 2 for $8.

face of Judas was he z.lble to pail.lt the face of I They are available at the Parish Office,

Jesus and complete his masterpiece. Be Monday ~ Friday, 10 AM —3:00 PM.

reconciled with your fellow human beings, says - An explanation of this pious custom is printed on .

today's Gospel. I the envelope packet. Wesotych Swiat! J
Bread & Wine, Candle Flowers for the week

Dec. 6-13, 2025

In memory Of In Memory of

Carol Goggel ..,,g;"fé Beni D’ Amore
From = From

The Goggel Family Wife and Family
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Foly Cuross Cemetery  Reswuiection
1066 Amboy AVQ., Edison WHO KEEP OUR 840 Cranbury-South River Rd., Jamesburg Hoes Lane & Park Ave., Piscataway
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Sent Us Grapes Dan McKenzie

To Cheer Both Great & Small.
Little Fools Will Drink Too Much, Lseion L gl et ROOFING * CHIMNEYS * GUTTERS

Great Fools Not At All! ARTECH service, inc. MASONRY « SIDEWALKS & STEPS
air conditioning & heating

DELI WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 We Find & Fix Leaks!

www.AirtecServiceinc.com

LOCAL DELIVERY 10% OFF winisap ~  Seoour i/\ -
SPECIAL ORDERS | e PR I
EXPERT CHIMNEY -
NEVER MISS OUR BULLETIN! (Ikiatvaiie

Family Owned/Operated - Lic.#13VH11097900
Bonded & Insured — 20 Years

Sernuing AU of New Jerncey
s U B S C R I B E 732-520-9554 | www.expertchimneyroofing.com

Place Your Ad Here and

Have our bulletin Support our Parish!

; Instantly create and
emailed to you purchase an ad with

every week.

MDMedAlert!™ oA 005 |

«” Ambulance ¢ Police ¢ Family $1 Imo.
v GPS & Fall Alert -

Visit www.parishesonline.com @_ sow 800.808.9294 !

#k md-medalert.com

132-417-4444
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@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com Our Lady of Peace, Edison, NJ 04-0366




A Family Tradition of Caring Since 1900

732-826-0358 | Flynnfuneral.com

Ann Silvestri
MSW, LCSW
Quality Counseling Services
for Depression & Anxiety

MEDICARE AND OTHER
INSURANCES ACCEPTED

973-462-2840

A Traditional Full
Providing client focused ser

f Fox and Foxx Realty [B @foxandfoxxrealty

REALTY

Your neighbors. Your realtors.

KENNETH VERCAMMEN

ATTORNEY AT LAW
Wills & Probate

2053 Woodbridge Ave.
Edison, NJ 08817

732-572-0500

www.njlaws.com

o

ervice Brokerage

vice and vast experience.
732-486-3444
940 Amboy Ave, Suite 102 « Edison, NJ

Flynn and son/Mitruska Funeral Home
23 Ford Ave. * Edison-Fords, NJ 08863
Brendan J. Flynn Jr., Mgr., NJ Lic. No.

Flynn and son Funeral Home
424 East Ave. * Perth-Amboy, NJ 08861

4105

James J. Flynn IV, Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 4152

Flynn and son/Koyen Funeral Home
319 Amboy Ave. * Metuchen, NJ 08840

Brendan J. Flynn, Jr., Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 4105

Qs AR-EX

@ Pharmacy

~YOUR HEALTH REOUARES PERSONAL ATTENTION -
Anil Datwani, Pharm. D
370 New Brunswick Avenue

Fords,NJ 08863

732-738-1086

The UPS Store ©

SHEVCHENKO

MONUMENTS

4th Generation Craftsmen

Factory Showroom
329 Florida Grove Road

Hopelawn

(732) 442-1286

shevcomonuments.com

-

o’
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REALTORS
T

Gloria DeMarzo
Realtor-Associate
Office: 732.499.0030 ext. 217
Direct: 908.419.0340
Gloria@HallmarkRealtors.com
112 Westfield Ave, Clark NJ 07066
www.HallmarkRealtors.com

ADT-Monitored Home Security

® Burglary

Authorized
Provider

ADT SafeStreets

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

833-287-3502

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here

and Support
CONTA

Our Parish!

CT ME

Nichol Stanley

nstanley@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x9422

Dr. Joseph Seeman, Sr.

SEEMAN FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC
515 New Brunswick Ave., Fords, N) 08863
732-738-0030 / Fax 732-738-4040

Dr. Seeman, Sr. has been a devoted parishioner of Our Lady of
Peace for 60 years, has been part of OLP from Baptism, Eucharist,
Confirmation, Reconciliation and Marriage, and has served the
community for 35 years.

SEEMAN

FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC

MARC RIZZO
BROKER/OWNER
CELL: 732-259-1729

marcrizzo@remax.net

WELCOME HOME

mMorTo

1199 AMBOY AVENUE, EDISON

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

MICHELLE RIZZO ALLISON RIZZO

BROKER
ASSOCIATE/OWNER
CELL: 908-501-2651

michellerizzo@remax.net

BROKER/OWNER
LIC #486033
CELL: 732-266-5184

OFFICE: 732-549-9500

allison.rizzo@mottomortgage.com

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

NEED A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital
newsletters to reach
your community.

O30

Scan to
contact us!

Visit Ipicommunities.com

ow e OUR cOMMY
am NEWSLETTE
- ol f

Our Lady of Peace, Edison, NJ

04-0366



