OUR LADY OF PEACE CHURCH
November 30, 2025

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday: 11:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M.
4:00 P.M. to 4:45 P.M.

HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE
MASS
Saturday: 5:15 P.M.
Sunday: 8:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M. 12:00 P.M.
Weekday Mass
Monday - Saturday
8:00 A.M.
Last Tuesday of the
Month 7:00 P.M.

GPS: 620 Amboy Ave,
Edison, NJ 08837
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 69,
Fords, NJ 08863
Email us: mail@olpfords.org
Visit us at: www.olpfords.org
Parish Office: 26 Maple Ave.
Edison, NJ 08837
Hours: Monday through Friday
9:00am - 4:00pm
Phone: 732-738-7940




FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK ...
Dear OLP Family,

Today we begin Advent - our yearly pilgrimage through the events of our history of salvation
starting with the preparation for the birthday celebration of Jesus and ending with the reflection
on his glorious “second coming” as judge at the end of the world. Advent means coming. We
are invited to mediate on Jesus’ first coming in history as a baby in Bethlehem, his daily coming
into our lives in mystery through the Sacraments, through the Bible and through the
worshipping community and finally his Second Coming at the end of the world to reward the
just and to punish the wicked. We see the traditional signs of Advent in our Church: violet
vestments, violet altar linens, the Advent wreath, etc. These signs remind us that we have to
prepare for the rebirth of Jesus in our hearts and lives, enabling him to radiate his love, mercy,
compassion and forgiveness in and around us.

With the Thanksgiving/post-Thanksgiving rush, Advent immerses us further into the busiest
season of the year. “A mad rush,” “no time,” “too many things to be done,” “I’m not ready yet,”
are expressions of our inability to cope with this season. In this mad rush, we lose something
very precious: living and enjoying the present moment. Fr Richard Rohr, a contemporary
spiritual master, writes that faith and spirituality begin with "seeing.” It is not about earning or
achieving but about "paying attention": paying attention to the presence of God in every joy and
sorrow, in every pain and trauma, in every victory and setback before us. Advent calls us to
"watch," to be "alert" to the presence of God in the love of family and friends, to find the true
meaning and purpose of our lives in moments of compassion, forgiveness and generosity.

Theologian Henri Nouwen, in 4 Spirituality of Waiting: Being Alert to God’s Presence in Our
Lives, suggests that we focus on the ‘waiting people’ in the scriptures of this season. “If you
really think about Zechariah and about Mary and about Elizabeth, you realize that they were
living with a promise that nurtured them, that fed them, that made them able to stay where they
are so that it could grow, so that it could develop.” The waiting person, says Henri, is someone
who is “very present to the moment, who believes that this moment is THE moment.”

Living in the present! Focusing on the moment! That is a tall order for most of us as our culture
does not value waiting nor silence. We are constantly reminded that we need to fill our days
with activity and noise, with more things than we need or can handle. We fill our days and
nights with ‘doing’ rather than ‘being.” Hence, the challenge for us all is to slow down, and be
present to the moment, even while we know that we need to plan and do a myriad of things.

We begin lighting the Advent candles in our Church today. Many families set up an Advent
wreath at home. If you don’t have one, why not get one this year and start a family tradition?
Say a short prayer as a family when you light the candle each week. It will help your family to
live the spirit of Advent expressed in slowing down, and waiting, in patience and prayer.

Happy Advent!

Your brother in Christ,
Fr. Abraham Orapankal




WEEKLY SCHEDULE

SUNDAY ~ Nov. 30
11:00am KOC Fellowship with Parishioners

MONDAY ~ Dec. 1
8:30 am Novena ~ Church

TUESDAY ~ Dec. 2
7:00 pm Blue Army Devotions ~ Church

WEDNESDAY ~ Dec. 3
4:30 - 5:45 pm Rel. Ed. Grades 1-4 ~ Parish Center
7:00 - 8:15pm Rel. Ed. Grades 5-7, I.I. ~ Parish Center
7:00pm Altar Server Training Grade 5 & 7 Church
8:00pm KOC Business Mtg. ~ Parish Hall

THURSDAY ~ Dec. 4
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal ~ Church
7:00pm Columbiettes Officers Mtg. - Regina Caeli Room

FRIDAY Dec.5
No Activities

SATURDAY ~ Dec. 6
11:00 am Confession ~ Church
4:00 pm Confession ~ Church

SUNDAY ~ Dec. 7
12:00 noon Rel. Ed. Family Mass ~ Church
1:30pm Altar Rosary Mtg - Regina Caeli Room

December 8, 2025 is a Holy Day
of Obligation,
The Immaculate Conception.
Masses are 8:00am, 12:10pm, 7:00pm

’ . 4 ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING

B u We are looking for families to light
the Advent Candles at all
Masses during Advent. If you would like to
light the Candles please go to the Our Lady
of Peace’s website (www.olpfords.org)
under bulletin/events and sign up for a
slot. Please make sure you put your name,
phone number and email so we can
confirm your slot.

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

November 30, First Sunday in Advent
8:00 am
+ Stanislaw Turek from Wife & Family
10:00 am
+ Knights of Columbus
12:00 Noon

+ Clanta Berame from The Berame Family

December 1, Monday Advent Weekday
8:00 am
+ Danny Balog from Joann

December 2. Tuesday Advent Weekday
8:00 am
+ MaryLou Koppin from Franklin

December 3, Wednesday St. Francis Xavier
8:00 am
+ Robert L. Bertekap from Kim & Family

December 4, Thursday Advent Weekday
8:00 am

+ Sophia Adams from Frank Clementi

December 5, Friday Advent Weekday
8:00 am

+ For Our Parishioners from Our Pastor

December 6, Saturday Advent Weekday
8:00 am

+ William Ferrazzano from Friends

3:15 pm
+ Victoriana Lazaro from Family

December 7 Second Sunday of Advent
8:00 am
+ Godzien Turek from Family
10:00 am
+ Altar Rosary
12:00 Noon
+ Mr. & Mrs. A. Eugene Jenkins from The
Ecobichon Family




STEWARDSHIP

November 16, 2025
Online Giving $3,043.50
Repairs & Maint.  § 944.00
Mail In $ 391.00
Weekly Offertory ~ $ 5,027.00

Total $ 9,405.50
Stewardship of Treasure
Thank you for remembering your
parish with your continued financial
support; it is essential and much
appreciated by our parish community.

ONLINE GIVING
Another easy way to manage your church
giving is with Online Giving. You can
manage your giving or give a one-time gift.

Visit our church website
www.olpfords.org and click the ONLINE
GIVING link and register with our church.
Your support during the year helps sustain

our church.

b Candle
L ] In Memory of
Stanislaw Turek
From
Wife and Family

Bread & Wine
In memory of
MarylLou Koppin
From
Franklin

Please pray for the Sick
Eunice McLaughlin, Raymond Miller,
Danielle Maglies, Anna Verrico, Rolando Rey, Christine
Mary Brown, Donna Ferrara, Lonie Ebarle, Julia Forsythe,
Joanne M., Maria Lavid, Teddy Sabo, Lisa Sabo, Norma
Nebus, Nancy Gaid, Joan Trainor, Peter Rutkowski, Renata
Wisnik, Bishop Bootkoski, Raul Ramos, Veronica Roush,
Suzanne Pontes Sarisky, Kelly Lease, Maria Turek, Evelyn
Prince, Alex Deliso, John Herring, Marie Burke, Bill
Herring, Mercedes de Leon, Eve Morawski, Andrew
Southern, Danuta, Evelyn Codd, Shelly Greene, Debra
Ambrosi, Michael L.

Please pray for the Dearly Departed
Paul Coleman, Gloria Rodriguez, Eleanor Both, Marian
Zelesnik, David Mirabella, Theodore Urlton, Lucio J.
Cerreta Jr., Cathleen Baptista, Wayne Borg, Lois Wiuff,
Robert Bertekap, Barbara Coyle, Paciencia Aviso, Renee
Soto, Maria Couto, Michael O’Hara, Anthony Sclafani,
Bart Miller, Hans Hadman, Ralph Baez, Maria Lopes,
Sandra Husko, John Gonyo, Kevin Mitro, Jacqueline
Collie, John Warshany, Irene Newman, Fr. Daniel Sloan,
Barbara Felcetto, Arlene Herman, Joyce Trasky

Ministry Schedule for
December 6/7

5:15p. m.
Eucharistic Ministers: Karen Senatore,

Barbara Sinko, Barbara Balog
Reader: Bill Herring
Altar Server: The Delgado Family

8:00 a.m. Mass
Eucharistic Ministers: Kenneth Egan,
Alan Nygard, Martin Verendia
Reader: Tom Bednar

10:00 a.m. Mass
Eucharistic Ministers: Mary Prumos,
Maryann Shingola
Reader: Thomas Deignan
Altar Server: Ava Pridady

12:00 Noon
Eucharistic Ministers: Frank Heelan, Kathy Kazary,
Angela Chundak
Reader: James Padden
Altar Server: Sienna Santos

OFFERTORY GIFTS

Anyone who wishes to present the gifts at
the Offertory of the Mass should speak with
one of the ushers at the main entrance to
the Church before Mass.

The usher will give you instructions on
when to bring the gifts forward.




CRY THE BELOVED COUNTRY!

Alan Paton was a South African writer. Among
the books he wrote was the haunting story, Cry
the Beloved Country, which poignantly described
the situation in South Africa under apartheid.
Paton had a dream. He dreamt of a new day for
his beloved South Africa, a day in which there
would be justice and equality for all. For this
reason he entered into politics, and fought to end
the iniquitous system of apartheid. For decades
he followed his dream, and worked generously
and courageously to make it a reality. It was a
dream that many said would not be realized. Yet it
was. Unfortunately, Paton did not live to see it.
He died before the dawn.

The prophet Isaiah had an even bolder dream, a
dream of universal brotherhood and peace.
That is what we hear in today’s First Reading
(Isaiah (2:1-5). He reports his vision of all
nations gathering on Mount Zion, as described
also by Micah (4: 1-3), using the image of
pilgrimage. The prophet looks forward to the
time when the Covenant between God and His
people will be extended to all people, and the
Temple in Jerusalem will be the worshipping
place for all mankind, so that all may live in
peace and harmony with God and their fellow-
humans. In the late eighth century BC, God's
people were already divided into a northern
kingdom called Israel, and a southern kingdom
known as Judah. Israel had fallen under
Assyrian rule, while Judah and its capital
Jerusalem were in danger of being conquered
by Babylon. In the vision of Isaiah, however,
Judah is shown as the place to which all nations

will come for “instructions in righteous
living.” (Zion in Jerusalem was the holy
mountain where Solomon's Temple had

stood). The result will be universal peace. The
Lord will mediate all disputes among nations,
and 'they shall beat their swords into
plowshares." The prophet reveals to his
audience the radical notion that God might love
other nations in addition to Judah. Thus we see
that Isaiah’s vision was a splendid one. It would
only be realized by the coming of the Lord
Jesus.

HERE AT Our Lady of Peace
GIVE A BIRTHDAY GIFT TO
THE INFANT JESUS
( Help clothe a baby)

Gifts of UNUSED baby clothing, bedding, diapers
(infant-12mo.) and toiletries (baby wipes, soap,
oil, shampoo, lotions, etc.) may be placed in or

adjacent to the bassinet in the middle of the
church from the
First Sunday of Advent,
November 29 to December 14th.

If preferred, financial donations by check,
payable to OLP SOCIAL CONCERNS CHILD
SHOWER may be placed in the collection basket
at the weekend Masses.

Your gifts will be given to various organizations.
Please do not wrap gifts.

Parochial Ministry
Rev. Abraham Orapankal, Ph.D.
Rev. Sebastian Kaithackal C.M.I., (In Res.)
Deacon John A. Raychel

Parish Services
Rev. John J. Zec, Ph.D., Music Director
Candida Gonzalez, Coordinator of Religious Ed
Lourdes Hnath, Organist

Parish Staff
Walter Springer, Business Administrator
Norma Izzo, Bookkeeping Assistant
Dawn Aube, Parish/Religious Education Secretary

Trustees
Joan C. Deyak
Robert Butvilla

I Christmas Mass Schedule

I Christmas Eve Dec. 24, Mass

i 4:00pm

I Christmas Day Dec. 25, Masses
! 9:00am and 12:00 noon



*+ SMILE WITH YOUR FAMILY )
A man once had a conversation with God. He asked, "Lord, I have always wondered about time. What is a
thousand years like for you?" God answered, "For me a thousand years is like a second." The man then asked,
"What about money? What is a million dollars like for you?" And God answered, "For me a million dollars is
like a penny." The man became eager and said, "Lord, could you give me one of those pennies?" God
answered, "No problem, but you will have to wait one second." ~

Four weeks before Christmas, the pastor was leading a children’s service featuring an Advent wreath. He had
told them what the three purple candles represented. Then he asked: “does anyone know what the pink

one means?” No one answered. Finally little Sara’s hand went up. “Are they expecting a girl?” 2
One Sunday after Church, a mother was talking to her young daughter that, according to the Bible, Jesus will
return to earth some day. "When is he coming back?" the daughter wanted to know. But the mother’s

reply was, "I don't know." So the little girl asked, "Mom, can't you google and find out?" "

THE ADVENT WREATH IN YOUR FAMILY
The Advent wreath, four candles on a wreath of evergreen, is shaped in a perfect circle to symbolize the eternity
of God. In our church, three of the candles are purple and one candle is rose or pink, to represent joy.
During each Sunday of the Advent season, we focus on one of the four virtues Jesus brings us: Hope, Love, Joy
and Peace. Others consider the lighting of the first candle to symbolize expectation, while the second symbolizes
hope, the third joy and the fourth purity. It is a common practice for families to light Advent wreath candles at
home.

READY OR NOT, HERE I COME!
When you were a child, did you play the game, Hide and Seek? If you did, you will remember that the person
who was "it" closed his eyes while the rest went to hide. To give them time to hide, the child started counting: 5,
10, 15, 20 and up to 100. Then he would say, "Ready or not, here I come!" The point of the game was to hide
oneself so well that the leader could not find you, for if he found you, and beat you back to the goal, you had to be
"it" the next go-around. The secret of the game was preparing oneself against being found and caught. With
excitement we heard the words, "Ready or not -- here I come!"
In today's Gospel lesson Jesus is saying to the world, ""Ready or not -- here I come." In chapter 24 of Matthew,
Jesus tells us: “So too, you also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will
come.” As in the game, only this is not a game, there is a counting and an accounting going on right now, not
to frighten us but to remind us of God’s expectation for us. It is a countdown before the blast of his
appearance on earth a second time to judge the world and to gather his faithful to himself so that we who live
by the values of Jesus will be welcomed into heaven.

Unheeded Warning:

Early Sunday morning, June 30, 1974, a hundred young people were dancing to the soul-rock music at
Gulliver’s in Port Chester, on the border between New York and Connecticut. Suddenly the place was filled
with flames and smoke. In a few minutes 24 were dead, burnt by fire, suffocated by smoke, and crushed in the
exit passage by the escaping youngsters. According to the Mayor of Port Chester, the dancing crowd ignored
the repeated and frantic warnings given by the band manager when he noticed the smoke.

Today’s second reading passes on to us the warnings given by St. Paul, and today’s Gospel gives the
warning to be vigilant and prepared given by Jesus. But these warnings are not meant to scare us but to
be on the alert joyfully. So, how to be alert and watchful in the spirit of today’s Gospel?

Here’s an Advent project we all can practice to heed the warning: Every morning when we get up, let us
pray, “Lord, show me someone today with whom I may share your love, mercy and forgiveness.” St.
Teresa of Calcutta (Mother Teresa), once said, '""Whatever you do in your family, for your children, for
your husband, for your wife, you do for Jesus." Every night when we go to bed, let us ask ourselves,
“Where have I found Christ today?” The answer will be God’s Advent gift to us that day. By being alert
and watchful, we’ll be getting an extra gift: Christ himself. There is a saying about being saved which

goes back to St. Thomas Aquinas: "Without God, I can't. Without me, He won't."
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A Family Tradition of Caring Since 1900

732-826-0358 | Flynnfuneral.com

Ann Silvestri
MSW, LCSW
Quality Counseling Services
for Depression & Anxiety

MEDICARE AND OTHER
INSURANCES ACCEPTED

973-462-2840

A Traditional Full
Providing client focused ser

f Fox and Foxx Realty [B @foxandfoxxrealty

REALTY

Your neighbors. Your realtors.

KENNETH VERCAMMEN

ATTORNEY AT LAW
Wills & Probate

2053 Woodbridge Ave.
Edison, NJ 08817

732-572-0500

www.njlaws.com

o

ervice Brokerage

vice and vast experience.
732-486-3444
940 Amboy Ave, Suite 102 « Edison, NJ

Flynn and son/Mitruska Funeral Home
23 Ford Ave. * Edison-Fords, NJ 08863
Brendan J. Flynn Jr., Mgr., NJ Lic. No.

Flynn and son Funeral Home
424 East Ave. * Perth-Amboy, NJ 08861

4105

James J. Flynn IV, Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 4152

Flynn and son/Koyen Funeral Home
319 Amboy Ave. * Metuchen, NJ 08840

Brendan J. Flynn, Jr., Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 4105
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4th Generation Craftsmen
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T

Gloria DeMarzo
Realtor-Associate
Office: 732.499.0030 ext. 217
Direct: 908.419.0340
Gloria@HallmarkRealtors.com
112 Westfield Ave, Clark NJ 07066
www.HallmarkRealtors.com

ADT-Monitored Home Security

® Burglary

Authorized
Provider

ADT SafeStreets

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

833-287-3502

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here

and Support
CONTA

Our Parish!

CT ME

Nichol Stanley

nstanley@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x9422

Dr. Joseph Seeman, Sr.

SEEMAN FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC
515 New Brunswick Ave., Fords, N) 08863
732-738-0030 / Fax 732-738-4040

Dr. Seeman, Sr. has been a devoted parishioner of Our Lady of
Peace for 60 years, has been part of OLP from Baptism, Eucharist,
Confirmation, Reconciliation and Marriage, and has served the
community for 35 years.

SEEMAN

FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC

MARC RIZZO
BROKER/OWNER
CELL: 732-259-1729

marcrizzo@remax.net

WELCOME HOME

mMorTo

1199 AMBOY AVENUE, EDISON

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

MICHELLE RIZZO ALLISON RIZZO

BROKER
ASSOCIATE/OWNER
CELL: 908-501-2651

michellerizzo@remax.net

BROKER/OWNER
LIC #486033
CELL: 732-266-5184

OFFICE: 732-549-9500

allison.rizzo@mottomortgage.com

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

NEED A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital
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your community.
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Our Lady of Peace, Edison, NJ

04-0366



